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When we encounter today’s 
Parable, our focus is on the young-
er son.  After all, the Church has 
referred to the parable as “of the 
Prodigal Son” from as far back as 
can be found. 

But when we consider what the 
parable is truly about, we come to 
understand that our Lord’s focus is 
again on two different issues.  The 
first of course is of repentance, and 
our need to find a heart broken in 
spirit such that it comes to crave 
what it is (and has been) missing, 
which is then in fact the second 
issue—that of God’s infinite love 
for His creation, His people, you 
and me. 

And so in this essay we’d like to 
call attention not to the younger 
son, or his truly finding that repent-
ant heart, but rather to the older 
son, the one who notionally never 
left the Father. 

We don’t know from the Parable 
how long it took the younger son to 
run out of resources, to find em-
ployment feeding swine, and final-
ly to come to his senses.  Suffice it 
to say it was not an “overnight” 
kind of revelation.  And so the 
older son finds himself, yes, WITH 
the love of the Father, but also 
carrying more than his share of the 

burden.  “That no-good brother of 
mine is off partying while I stay and 
care for the needs my Father assigns 
to me.  I wouldn’t need to do so 
much if he were worth anything and 
chose to stay here as well.” 

And so when this younger brother 
returns, the older finds in his heart 
what he believes is “righteous indig-
nation” that the Father would cele-
brate his brother’s return.  He is so 
upset that our Lord says that he 
“would not go in” to where the 
celebration was occurring. 

“Therefore his Father came out 
and pleaded with him.”  See how 
the Father’s love is not only for the 
son who was lost and departed from 
His presence, but it is bestowed also 
on the son who is now lost in his 
anger and judgmentalism.  The 
older son, in his sin, finds the Father 
coming to him.  The Father is still 
seeking the “lost sheep.”  The Fa-
ther is unwilling to lose EITHER 
son, and indeed shows how both are 
in need of finding repentant hearts.  
But now the younger son has found 
that heart.  The Father’s moving 
toward the older son is to engender 
that same repentant spirit in the son 
who, while remaining at His side, 
also fell into sins no less heinous 
than his Prodigal brother. 

No one should be able to 
prayerfully read and contemplate 
the message of this parable with-
out finding within it this unfath-
omable love that the Father has 
for us all, even as we (all of us) 
find our own particular means of 
separating ourselves from the 
Father’s love—we sin!  My sins 
differ from yours, yours from 
your brother or sister.  But our 
sins remain.  And in our recogni-
tion of our own sinfulness, we 
should rejoice in a brother’s find-
ing forgiveness from the Father, 
every bit as much as we hope to 
rejoice when we carry our own 
sins in confession before the 
Father, awaiting that cleansing 
from the prayer of absolution. 

Which brother am I?  In all 
honesty, I am both, and I am 
neither.  I share in being too judg-
mental.  I share in delighting in 
the pleasures of this world.   

May we all come to our senses 
as did the Prodigal, and in so 
doing carry his message before 
the Father—”I am unworthy to be 
called your child.  But receive my 
repentance and restore me to 
Your love, for I have no hope 
other than You, and I see that real 
life stems from Your love! 

“…Therefore his Father came Out and Pleaded With him…” 

Important This Week: 
Wednesday, 03Mar, 700PM Virtual Adult Study 

Saturday, 06Mar, Soul Saturday Liturgy, 1000AM,  Vespers, 600PM     
Sunday, 07Mar, Divine Liturgy, 1000AM 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Betty 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky,  
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Judy, Barry, 
Karen 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 
Metropolitans Theodosius and Maxi-

 

AVOIDING THIS  
PRESENT DARKNESS 

For those who embrace the 
enjoyment of partying and 
entertainment, all in an at-
tempt to avoid the hardships 
and life struggles that make 
great souls, they will have 
failed to embrace the essential 
element that makes this life 
journey salvific. They will 
have avoided their service of 
love by enduring those diffi-
culties that unite them to the 
love of Christ, and Paradise 
itself will have been sacri-
ficed.  

The Lord promised us that 
the yoke would be easy, and 
the burden light (Matthew 
11:30), if we but unite our-
selves to Him. Christ opens 
the door to Paradise, fills our 
hearts with His divine love, 
and we become new creatures. 
But if we do not have Christ, 
we do not have love, and all 

Weekly Statistics 

Two Articles (Abbot Tryphon) 

 
 
 

The Lord will 
reward us with 
His peace if we 

change our 
way of thinking 

and turn to-
ward Absolute 

Goodness. 
 
 

Elder Thaddeus 
of  

Vitovnica 

In the News 

Videos of services can be found at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /

UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw  
Adult Study continues this coming Wednesday 

with the book by St. Thoephan, “The Spiritual 
Life” on Wednesday, 03Mar at 7PM.  We’ll be 
reading and discussing letters 11 through 20 in 
the book. 

Remember to pick up your 2021 GREAT FAST 
calendar from the parish hall. 

Fasting returns to “normal”, Wednesday and 
Friday, during this coming week.  Note:  It’s the 
LAST SUCH WEEK until Pascha—50 days lat-
er! 

 

Maybe Too True 

mos, Archpriest Stephan, Popadia 
Marika, Matushka Illaria, Nun The-
ophania, Anne, Mary, Addyson, Paul, 
Anne, Mary, Richard, Joanne, Matu-
shka Theodora, Stephen, Alex, Elea-
nor, child Sophia, Steve,  Tina, Helen, 
Paul, Reader Charles 

 

Normal (n.) 

 

It’s just a word 

for someone 

you don’t  
know very well. 

Saturday 20Feb Vespers 2   faithful,  5   views 

Sunday,   21Feb Divine Liturgy 20 faithful,  8   views 

Wednesday, 25Feb Adult Study 5   faithful 

our material gain will have 
led us down the road to a 
spiritual void that is dark-
ness. If we do not have 
Christ, even our fasting, vir-
tue, labor, and prayer will 
have been meaningless.  

When we turn to Christ 
and let His embrace lift us 
out of the stagnation of this 
present world, we will have 
gained everything, eternity 
will be ours, and love will 
have filled the void that is 
this present darkness.  

 

 

THE SURRENDER OF  
SELF-WILL 

These days with the con-
stant bombardment of noise 
from the multimedia, fears 
from without and within, and 
pressures on all sides it is 
very easy to quickly become 
forgetful and lose sight of 
how we are called as Chris-

tians to walk in accordance 
with His Gospel command-
ments. We can be quick to 
give in to suspicions, panicky 
fearfulness and worry, irrita-
bility, impatience and gener-
ally feel as if we are over-
whelmed.  

In all this, however, we 
must actively remind our-
selves that our God is our 
Saviour as well. There is 
freedom from stress, anxiety, 
and even anger, when we 
place our trust in Christ. The 
invading enemy of our salva-
tion has power over us only 
when we depend on our-
selves. Without humility, 
there can be no victory over 
the demons that would de-
stroy the soul. Comfort and 
joy can only be part of our 
life if we surrender self-will, 
and immerse ourselves fully 
into the loving embrace of 
our Savior.  
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The Publican and the Pharisee (orthodoxchristian.com, Fr. Milan Medakovic) 

This week we start our preparation for the Great and Holy Lent with the parable of the Publican and the Phari-
see. In this parable, we are told about two men that are praying. The one man, the Pharisee, tells God about all 
the good things in his life and raises himself above other men. The other man, the Publican, continuously asks 
for God’s mercy in his prayer. Our Lord then asks which of these men is justified after they complete their 
prayer. We hear this parable every year. We are familiar with the story and its meaning. In a sense, we can be-
come numb to the message of this Gospel. Saint Cyril of Alexandria reminds us "… receive once again the sa-
cred words: delight yourselves in the honey of wisdom …’Good words are honeycombs, and their sweetness is 
the healing of the soul.’ (Proverbs 16:24) … the divine and saving honey makes those in whom it dwells skill-
ful in every good work, and teaches them the ways of spiritual improvement." 

The simple message in this parable is about our attitude toward God. What is the manner in which we conduct 
our lives? We see how each of these men conducts his life through his prayer. We are taught how to pray 
through this parable. 
As it says in the Gospel, the Pharisee went to pray and prayed "thus with himself." THUS WITH HIMSELF. 

He was not praying to God; he was praying WITH HIMSELF. Why was his prayer with himself and not with 
God? 

He is praying with himself because he is boastful and judgmental in his prayer: "I thank You God that I am not 
as other men …" The scripture reminds us, "Let a neighbor praise you, and not your own mouth: a stranger and 
not your own lips" (Proverbs 27:2). 
The manner in which we pray is often reflective of the way in which we live our lives. We are all too often 

encouraged to be boastful in our lives. In business, we often get ahead by beating our own drum. We have all 
met these types of people that cannot stop telling us about the good things they have done. Our immediate reac-
tion to these types of people is usually, "Will you shut up already?" Think about how it is for God if when we 
are in prayer all we do is tell Him about all the good things that we have done. It is most simply put in the 
Psalms: "put a door to your tongue, and a lock" (Psalms 140:3). 
Not only is he boastful, but he is judgmental in his prayer. Judgment further ruins his prayer. As it says in Le-

viticus: "Of sheep, and ox, that is offered for sacrifice, there must be no blemish therein" (Leviticus 22:21). It 
further states in Isaiah: "This is not the fast that that I have chosen, says the Lord" (Isaiah 58:5). Thus, we are 
reminded that God only accepts pure gifts from those that are not boastful or proud. 
Judgment will not only make our prayer unacceptable but will make us unacceptable to God. As it says in the 

Gospel of Saint Luke: "Judge not, and you shall not be judged: condemn not, and you shall not be con-
demned" (Luke 6:37). Saint James further confirms this in his epistle: "There is one Lawgiver, and Judge; why 
then judge your neighbor?" (James 4:12). 
These are cautions for us about the manner in which we pray and live our lives. 
In contrast to the Pharisee’s prayer, we are given the example of how we are to pray. First, we are to pray 

without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), as the Publican continually said, "God be merciful me a sinner." The 
last half of the Jesus prayer, "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon me a sinner," is based on this 
prayer. 
The Publican further teaches us that we must not only pray continually but that we must first acknowledge our 

sin. This confirms what is said by the prophet Isaiah: "Declare your sins first, that you may be justified" (Isaiah 
43:26). Thus, we learn through the Publican what is said in Proverbs: "The righteous is the accuser of him-
self" (Proverbs 18:17), and in Psalms: "I will confess against myself my transgression unto the Lord; and You 
forgave the iniquity of my heart" (Psalms 31:5). It is no coincidence that the Church tells us to begin all prayer 
with saying "God cleanse me a sinner and have mercy upon me" three times before we start any public or pri-
vate prayer. 
The Publican teaches us that by first being humble we can grow closer to God. It is only after we acknowledge 

how we have separated ourselves from God that we can come to God and praise Him properly and give thanks 
for the many blessings He has bestowed upon us. By recognizing our separation from God first, it is hard for us 
to fall into the traps of the Pharisee. 
So, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I pray that each of you may not pray with yourselves, but that you 

may approach God as the Publican, recognizing your separation from Him, so that you may praise Him proper-
ly and give thanks to Him for all your blessings with a right mind. 



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 5)  Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our 
salvation from the Virgin, for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resur-

rection. 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great deeds/ 
guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and glorify Jesus 

Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Glory to the Father…. 

Troparion to Saint Sophia:  You blossomed in the courts of the Lord as a fruitful olive tree, holy martyr Sophia.  In your contest, you offered to 

Christ the sweet fruit of your womb, your daughters Faith, Hope and Love.  Together with them, intercede for us all. 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion of the Day:  (Tone 3)  I have recklessly forgotten Your glory, O Father, and among sinners I have scattered the riches You gave to me.  
And now I cry to You as the Prodigal: ‘I have sinned before You, O merciful Father.  Receive me a penitent and make me as one of Your hired serv-

ants.’ 

 

Epistle:  1Cor 6:12-20   Gospel:    Luke 15:11-32 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

January Total Income $  4,317  
January Total Expenses $  2,195  
Month Net Income (Loss)   $  2,122 

 

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  577 
Page “Follows”  579 
Total Reach   369 

Web Page Tracker  

As of 18Feb21 6563 Total Views 
As of 25Feb21 6566 Total Views 
StHerman Google Bus Site 1183 views/28 days 
Blog Site Views 7767 Total Views  

  


