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Today, let’s go straight to the 
Holy Fathers for guidance and 
wisdom about this Sunday’s Gos-
pel lesson.  Saint Nikolai Velimi-
rovich teaches this: 

Christians understand the earth, 
sun and stars as symbols of spir-
itual reality and in no way as the 
reality itself. Pagans of all ages, 
however, have mistaken those 
luminous bodies of the firmament 
for reality. As soon as they took 
them for reality they began to 
worship them. That is how pagans 
have been ensnared by a terrible 
error to worship the creatures 
instead of the Creator. Greeks 
worshiped the earth under the 
name of goddess Gaia, the sun 
under the name of Apollo. The sun 
was worshiped in Egypt under the 
name Osiris, and the moon under 
the name Isis. The moon was wor-
shiped in Babylon, Assyria, Ara-
bia and in many other countries 
under the name Ishtar. The Per-
sians, as fire worshipers, bowed 
before the stars as gods. 

The error of the nature wor-
shipers, the ancient as well as the 
modern, was caused by the fact 
that their spirit did not guide their 
eyes but vice versa: their eyes 

guided their spirit. Similar to a 
blind person their spirit tottered 
after their physical eyes and wor-
shiped everything that the eyes 
declared as reality, and conse-
quently as divinity. 

You see, eyes tell a story.  Truth 
comes from contemplation, from 
the heartfelt desire to uncover 
God’s will and direction.  Eyes 
read the book.  The heart guided by 
prayer and the spirit tell the story. 

How many times have you read a 
passage from Holy Scripture re-
peatedly only to have some new 
perspective on the words revealed 
to you on successive reads?  Did 
the eyes see different words?  No!  
But the spirit was awakened to 
something the spirit was in need of 
finding at each time such an event 
occurred. 

You see, in so very many ways 
we have all been “born blind.”  Our 
eyes would reveal nothing of im-
port to our eternal life if it weren’t 
for the Holy Spirit seeing our need 
and opening our spiritual eyes to 
allow them to see with our hearts 
what it truly required for us to live 
life and to live it more abundantly.  
(John 10:10) 

In today’s Gospel, once again 

Jesus does not seek confirmation 
of faith on the part of the blind 
man.  Jesus confirms to His 
Apostles that the man’s blind-
ness has been gifted to him so 
that “the works of God should be 
revealed in him.”  What a gift 
this is, that God’s glory might be 
shown through our own weak-
ness and infirmity! 

For their part, the Pharisees 
show themselves to be offspring 
of the aforementioned foreigners, 
letting their own eyes see, but 
never letting the images captured 
by those eyes penetrate to their 
nous, to the core of their spiritual 
being.  Instead of planetary bod-
ies which emit or reflect light, 
they allow “the Law” (not God’s 
Law, but the “law” they had 
crafted in their blindness to con-
trol others) to be what their spir-
its see through those spiritually 
blind eyes. 

Which eyes to we use?  Does 
the light that fills our eyes make 
it to our spirits?  Or does it end 
in our stomachs, or our other 
fallen passions? 

Perhaps we all should go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam! 

Christ is Risen! 

Spiritual Blindness 

Important This Week: 
 

SEE INSIDE FOR ‘LOTTERY SCHEDULE’ BY FAMILY 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Charlie 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky, Betty 
Migyanko, Marin, Kari 
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Jacqui, Jorge and Stephanida, 
Alexandria, Fr.Dn.Basil, Ed, Terah 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 

 

 

Weekly Statistics 

Attendance Lottery—Next Week 

 
 

If you do not 
have the 

strength to en-
gage in long 
prayers, then 
raise up your 

heart to God in 
short sighs of 

prayer. 
 
 

Metropolitan 

Gregory 
of St. Petersburg 

In the News 

Remember—You should be able to catch all of 
our live streams “real-time,” and re-view all pre-
vious services “post-time” at: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw  

From now on, the Church will be OPEN to all 
who wish to come for weekday and Saturday ser-
vices.  This coming week, this will include Di-
vine Liturgy for the Feast of Ascension on Thurs-
day, 28May at 10AM, Vespers on Saturday 
30May at 6PM, and then the OUTDOOR Liturgy 
on Sunday 31May at 10AM. 

Stay tuned for more updates on schedule and 
how we’ll proceed from here. 

 

Signs of the Times 

Archpriest Stephan, Popadia Marika, 
Matushka Illaria, Nun Theophania, 
Anne, Mary, Khouria Stephanie, 
Addyson, Paul, Anne, Mary, Richard, 
Joanne, Matushka Theodora, Stephen, 
Alex, Eleanor, child Sophia, Steve,  
Tina, Helen 

 

Saturday,  16May Vespers 18 views 

   2 faithful 
Sunday,   17May Divine Liturgy 20 views 

   6 faithful 
Hold on just a little while longer.  We’re hoping to open  

very soon!! 

  



 

 

“Faith of o ur  Fathers”, Insta llme nt #2  
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Sermon on The Samaritan Woman (Fr. Jonah Campbell, christthesavior.net) 

Today is the final Sunday before Ascension, the Sunday of the Blind Man.  In the Gospel today, the disciples 
inquire of the Savior asking on whose account this man was born blind… was it because the man himself sinned 
or because his parents sinned?  The Savior responds saying, “Neither has this man sinned, nor his parents: but that 
the works of God should be made manifest in him.  I must work the works of Him Who sent me, while it is day: 
the night comes, when no man can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

The Savior was then moved to compassion towards the man and, as we hear in the Gospel, he made clay from 
the dirt of the ground and anointed the blind man’s eyes saying to him, “…Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.”  After 
the man returned from washing in the pool, he recovered his sight, much to the amazement of all who knew him. 

The Gospel then recounts how this man, blind from birth, was questioned by the Pharisees concerning the recov-
ery of his sight.  The Pharisees said, “How were your eyes opened?”  The blind man recounted the details of his 
healing to the Pharisees who sought to convince the man that Jesus was a sinner saying, “Give God the praise: we 
know that this man is a sinner.” 

The man formerly blind answers very wisely saying, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I do not know.  One thing I 
know, that I was blind, and now I see.”  The man continues saying, “Now we know that God does not hear sin-
ners: but if any man is a worshipper of God, and does His will, him will He hear.  Since the world began was it not 
heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.  If this Man were not of God, He could do noth-
ing.” 

The Gospel concludes with the man being cast out by the Pharisees only to be found by Jesus who says to him, 
“Do you believe in the Son of God?”  He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I might believe in 
Him?”  And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen him, and it is he that talks with you.”  And he said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshipped him. 

Thus, the Gospel concludes not only with the man blind from birth receiving his physical sight, but also receiv-
ing his spiritual sight as well, as evidenced by his saying, “Lord, I believe.” 

In many ways, the account of this Gospel resembles that of the other blind man healed in the Gospel known as 
the Blind Man Bartimaeus who attracted the Lord’s attention by calling out continually as the Lord passed by say-
ing, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  As we know from the Gospel, those who stood around this man 
attempted to quiet him down but he called out all the more saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  Je-
sus, again being moved to compassion, approached the blind man and asked him, “What do you want Me to do for 
you?”  The blind man answered, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.” 

In reality, all men are born blind, like the man in today’s Gospel, though this  “blindness” is a spiritual blindness 
rather than a physical one.  Each of us finds himself unable to see clearly as a result of the fall of our first parents 
Adam and Eve… the Fall resulted in a distortion in the powers of man resulting in our spiritual will being made 
subject to our minds and bodies. 

In this way, today’s Gospel truly relates to each of us, regardless of the quality of our vision…  This is very well 
expressed in the troparion for the Sunday of the Blind Man in which we hear the following, “Blinded in the eyes 
of my soul, I draw near to You, O Christ, like the man blind from his birth, and in repentance I cry to You: You 
are the exceeding radiant Light of those in darkness.” 

Before Holy Illumination, each of us was in darkness, unable to see our passions, unable to appreciate the extent 
of our fallenness.  In the Holy Mysteries of the Church, however, we have all been granted the gift of spiritual 
sight.  Just as in the example from today’s Gospel, where the Savior used clay to heal the eyes of the man blind 
from birth, the Savior has ordained the use of apparently ordinary material things to accomplish our healing within 
the Church: the waters of baptism, the sacred oil in Chrismation and, of course, the Bread and Wine that are trans-
formed into the Sacred Body and Blood of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We must ask ourselves, though… is it enough to simply receive this healing?  Is it enough to receive our sight 
from the Savior and then resume our passionate lives?  Is it sufficient to be baptized, to become Orthodox and then 
continue to live as we lived before we were joined to the Holy Church? 

No, we must truly bring forth the first fruits of repentance to our Savior, lest the second fall be greater than the 
first as the Savior describes elsewhere in the Gospel.  We must learn the lesson from the other blind man Barti-
maeus and continually call out to our Savior from the depths of our souls saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mer-
cy on me! Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  If we do this, and continually wash ourselves from our sins 
in Holy Confession, the Savior will continually bestow His grace upon us, He will grant us the gift of His Most 
Holy Spirit and our spiritual blindness will be healed. 



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 5)  Let us the faithful praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our 
salvation from the Virgin, for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resur-

rection. 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great 
deeds/ guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and 

glorify Jesus Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Glory to the Father…. 

Troparion to Saint Sophia:  (Tone 8)  You blossomed in the courts of the Lord as a fruitful olive tree, Holy Martyr Sophia!  In your con-

test, you offered to Christ the sweet fruit of your womb, your daughters Faith, Hope and Love.  Together with them, intercede for us all! 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion of the Feast:  (Tone 4)  I come to You, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, and call to You in repentance: ‘You are 

the most radiant Light of those in darkness!’ 

 
Epistle:  Acts 16:16-34  Gospel:    John 9:1-38 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

AprilTotal Income  $5190  
AprilTotal Expenses $3338  
Month Net Income (Loss)     $1852 

  

 

  

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  587 
Page “Follows”  590 
Total Reach   264 

Web Page Tracker  

As of Thur(14May20) 6123Total Views 
This Thur(14May20) 6164 Total Views 
StHerman Google Bus Site 848 views/28 days 
 522   searches 


