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Following our Lord as He works 
His Divine Mission here amongst the 
people, one cannot help but be 
amazed at literally every turn.  With-
in the Gospels we have documented 
at least thirty-seven separate mira-
cles of our Lord.  Within these there 
are seven (7) general classes or cate-
gories of miracles worked by Jesus. 

1) Command over nature:  These 
miracles include such things as 
walking on the water, changing 
water into wine, commanding 
the storm on the sea to cease. 

2) General healings:  These in-
clude the healings of the para-
lytics, of the blind, of the 
woman with an issue of blood, 
of the lepers. 

3) Healing by word alone:  These 
include those instances where 
the Lord’s touch or direct 
contact was not required, as in 
the healing of the servant of 
the centurion. 

4) Feeding the hungry: These 
include the feeding of today’s 
5000, and elsewhere the feed-
ing of  the 4000 in the Gospel 
of St. Mark. 

5) Healing that is exceptional:  
This would include the healing 
of the man who was blind from 
birth, a miracle never before 
seen at the hand of any proph-

et. 
6) Prophetic signs:  These would 

include such things as foretell-
ing Peter of his denials, or of 
Judas’ betrayal, or of the end 
times in Mat 24. 

7) Raising from the dead:  We 
have the three documented 
instances of the daughter of 
Jairus, of the son of the widow 
of Nain, and most importantly, 
of Lazarus. 

While we’ve already indicated that 
the Gospels account for about 37 of 
such events in the ministry of our 
Lord, we have in addition the witness 
of St. John the Theologian, who tells 
us, “There are also so many other 
things that Jesus did, which if they 
were written one by one, I suppose 
that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that would be writ-
ten.” (John 21:25) 

We therefore find ourselves won-
dering:  Being witnesses to such 
events on a continual basis at the 
hands of our Lord, did the Apostles 
ever become “numb” to what was 
happening around them?  How could 
one watch all of the events that we are 
presented with in the Gospels and not 
come to just “expect” that such things 
would happen?  We have in the ac-
count after the Transfiguration the 
description of the man who brings his 

son to be healed, and Jesus, Peter, 
James and John are on the moun-
tain, while the nine remain below.  
It is to them that the man takes 
recourse, and with the Master gone 
from their presence, the remaining 
nine show an impotence in healing 
the boy (Mat 17:14-21), an impo-
tence that our Lord points to as 
being rooted in insufficient prayer 
and fasting. 

If we wonder at the Apostles’ 
views of our Lord’s works, then 
what of us?  For we hear them, 
working through the Gospels each 
year.  I’ve now heard the accounts 
nearly seventy times.  Is my heart 
hardened toward understanding 
what the Lord is STILL trying to 
teach me through the words of the 
evangelists?  Am I able to be 
reached? 

May He strengthen all of us, 
through our individual efforts of 
prayer, of fasting, of almsgiving, of 
service to the least of His brethren, 
so that our hearts can be molded by 
His works, and His words.  We find 
ourselves in another one of those 
seasons today—one that the 
Church gifts to us so that we might 
be moved to greater levels of pray-
er and fasting. 

Let us take advantage of the gifts 
the Church sends our way! 

Our Views of Our Lord’s Miracles 

Important This Week: 
Wednesday, 05Aug, Vesperal Liturgy, 600PM, Feast of Transfiguration 

Saturday, 08Aug, Vespers, 600PM 
Sunday, 09Aug, Divine Liturgy, 930AM 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Charlie 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky, Betty 
Migyanko, Kade, Elijah 
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Jacqui, Jorge and Stephanida, 
Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Barry, Isaiah 
For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 

 

Many years ago I was 
dining with a monastic 
community, during one of 
my travels. I noticed a sen-
ior monk eating meat, and 
found myself judging him 
for not keeping the monas-
tic tradition of avoiding 
meat. When visiting with 
one of the junior monks, 
much to my shame, I com-
mented on how horrified I 
was at seeing that old monk 
eating meat. The young 
monk, not missing a beat, 
defended him, telling me 
that, due to health issues, 
the old monk had been in-
structed by his physician to 
eat red meat at least once a 
week, even during Lenten 
periods.  

There is the story of Saint 
Epiphanius of Cyprus who 
invited Hilarion the Great 

Weekly Statistics 

Greater Virtue (Abbot Tryphon) 

 

 

 

 
It is a thousand 

times better for 

one to be 

wasteful than 

to be miserly. 
 
 

St. Paisios of 

Mount Athos 

In the News 

If you can’t be with us IN the church, you can still be 
with us electronically.  And hopefully (after this week-
end), our streaming service SHOULD be improved with 
the installation of our new fiber optic link.  Yes, the build-
ing has entered the 21st century.  Next thing you know, 
someone will install remote controls on the HVAC sys-
tem… 

Remember to access services here, and “share the infor-
mation” with others who might benefit: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfAOK1CLMmH_

-FlDe8SoWOw  

We have TWO baptism’s coming up.  We’ll baptize 
Elijah Lewis immediately after this morning’s Liturgy, 
and then Kade Hatfield on Saturday morning, 08Aug at 
10AM. 

Prayers for these two young guys and their families are 
in order! 

 
Keep Going! 

Archpriest Stephan, Popadia Marika, 
Matushka Illaria, Nun Theophania, 
Anne, Mary, Khouria Stephanie, 
Addyson, Paul, Anne, Mary, Richard, 
Joanne, Matushka Theodora, Stephen, 
Alex, Eleanor, child Sophia, Steve,  
Tina, Helen 

 

Saturday,  25Jul Vespers 1 view 
   4 faithful 
Sunday,   26Jul Divine Liturgy 26 views 
   12 faithful 

 

 

to dinner, and in order to 
show his hospitality place 
fried chicken on the table. 
Hilarion, when he saw the 
fried chicken, asked for-
giveness, but said he had 
not eaten meat since his 
tonsure as a monk. Saint 
Epiphanius responded by 
saying that he, since his 
monastic tonsure, had nev-
er gone to bed without first 
forgiving his enemy.  

Moved by his words, Hi-
larion said: "Your virtue is 
greater than mine, Oh holy 
master! Fasting is indeed 
an admirable thing, but it is 
more admirable to forgive 
those who have insulted 
us." It is through our fast-
ing that we prepare for 
charity, but by forgiving 
insults, we show our chari-
ty. Our fasting precedes 

forgiveness, but fasting 
alone does not save without 
forgiveness.  

When we exalt our own 
perceived virtues, we fail to 
see the sin that looms large 
in our own life, and assume 
our personal righteousness 
sets us above others. Over-
looking our own sins and 
failures, we prefer to see 
the personal failures of oth-
ers.  

It is so easy to judge an-
other, for in doing so we 
automatically feel empow-
ered by the thought of our 
own righteousness. Focus-
ing on another's faults, we 
see ourselves as superior. 
From this fallen state, we 
fail to truly love others, and 
are less likely to forgive 
another person when they 
have done wrong to us.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw


 

 

“Faith of o ur  Fathers”, Insta llme nt #2  
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Eighth Sunday (from holycross.org) 

Last Sunday, we heard in the Gospel reading and in the homily afterwards on the subject of spiritual blindness. 
The theme of blindness occurs constantly throughout the Holy Scriptures, both in the Old and the New Testament, 
and also throughout the writings of the Holy Fathers and especially in the hymnography of the Church. It is one of 
the most central metaphors for the relationship between fallen humanity and the Lord God, in large part because it 
demonstrates with particular clarity and potency the existential condition in which we have found ourselves after 
our fall into sin. We are not simply diseased, injured, weak or unwell; nor is it simply a question of our many and 
grievous transgressions, which cause us to stand condemned before the Dread Judgment Seat. Although both of 
these aspects, both of these metaphors of our condition are true and important, there is something deeper to the 
matter which the imagery of blindness can reveal to us. 

The man who is blind is, on a basic level, totally cut off from an entire realm of reality. He walks each day 
through a world of which, in one of its chief and most significant aspect, he knows absolutely nothing. Perhaps he 
once had the gift of sight, and possesses a gradually fading memory of what the world looked like; or perhaps he 
cannot even begin to understand when others attempt to describe to him the world that is quite literally as clear as 
day to them. In either case, in a fundamental way his experience of reality is not simply broken or impaired, but is 
missing entirely. 

Such indeed is the entire world in which we live today. The light of Christ has been all but blotted out, and alt-
hough some of us can remember a world in which it still shone dimly, for more and more people today the very 
idea of a spiritual reality is totally foreign. It is not that they reject such a possibility. They have simply never seen 
it; many of them have never even heard of it, and to try to speak to them of it would seem to them as strange as if a 
city of men born blind were suddenly told that they could not see. 

But blind men, having been deprived of sight, live in the world of the other senses. Their hearing, their touch, 
their smell, their taste, become refined and perfected. These senses quite literally become their world. And so it is 
also with spiritual blindness: having been cut off from spiritual reality, this shadowy world of the senses becomes 
all that we know. We become immersed in it entirely, and even if we believe intellectually that there is a higher 
world, we still live and walk in this one. 

It is vitally important for each one of us here to recognize that these things are true not only of the pagan world 
outside the walls of this monastery, but also of each one of us ourselves. We were all born into this world, we have 
all been immersed in it, and none of us have emerged anywhere near unscathed. We must try, with God’s grace, to 
see within ourselves the blindness that has come upon the world around us, lest we like the Pharisees be con-
demned as those whose sins remain while we continue to insist that we can see. 

All of these things are contained in today’s Gospel. As the reading begins, Christ takes compassion upon a great 
multitude and heals their sick. The disciples are with Him, seeing—as each of us has seen—the clear reality of 
God’s grace working in their midst. Then arises a question of earthly concern: how will so many people find 
enough to eat? The disciples at once return to a worldly way of thinking; though they have just seen how the grace 
of God provided for the people infinitely more than anything nature could have ever given, yet they instinctively 
turn away from Christ towards earthly means in order to provide something as banal and ordinary as an evening 
meal. Though their intentions are far from bad, yet through their reliance upon their own powers and through their 
long and habitual immersion in this fallen world, they tragically end by even trying to separate the multitudes from 
Christ, the only Source and Giver of both earthly and heavenly life. 

How often is the same true of us! Indeed, nearly the whole of the Gospel narrative, and nearly the whole of our 
own lives in this world, is one example after another of the abundant mercy and grace of God being poured out up-
on the uncomprehending and ungrateful heart of man. 

And yet the Lord does not stop. He does not grow impatient. If He rebukes, He does so only with love and com-
passion. He is not vindictive. He never turns away. And even when we crucify Him, He answers by giving to us 
His own broken Body and spilled Blood unto salvation and life everlasting—the very miracle which is foreshad-
owed in today’s Gospel account. 

So let us open our eyes. And if we find that we cannot, let us pray for a grateful heart, without which we will tru-
ly remain forever blind. And let us pray to the saints we celebrate today: to Holy Fathers of the Six Ecumenical 
Councils, who ever placed heavenly truth above earthly reason, and to the Holy Archangel Gabriel, he who stands 
in the presence of God, that we will be given to see and to remain in the heavenly realm in which we are standing 
even now as we celebrate the Divine Liturgy. And let us try as often as we can to remember that, though we might 
return again and again to walk in darkness, yet “the Light of Christ enlightens all.” 



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 7)  By Your Cross, You destroyed death!  To the thief You opened Paradise.  For the Myrrhbearers, You 

changed weeping into joy, and You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that You are risen, granting the world great mercy! 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great 

deeds/ guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and 

glorify Jesus Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Glory to the Father…. 

Kontakion of the Day:  (Tone 7)  The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying 

its power! Hell is bound, while the prophets rejoice and cry: ‘The Savior has come to those in faith! Enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!’ 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion to the Theotokos:  Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cries of 
us sinners, but in your goodness speedily come to help us who call on you in faith.  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theoto-

kos, for you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Epistle:  1Cor 1:10-18  Gospel:    Mat 14:14-22 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  

Eastern Orthodox Church 

VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  
HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

June Total Income  $2200  

June Total Expenses $3681  
Month Net Income (Loss)     ($1481) 

 ($1650 in Diocesan Dues) 

 

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  581 

Page “Follows”  584 

Total Reach   379 

Web Page Tracker  

As of 24Jul20 6446 Total Views 

As of 31Jul20 6448 Total Views 

StHerman Google Bus Site 1757 views/28 days 

 1071  searches 

  


