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Because of the calendar and our 
own parish requirements (having a 
priest who works secularly), we find 
ourselves celebrating the Feast of St. 
Nicholas one day early this year.  
We do this because this day and this 
Saint are too important to ignore, 
even if only for what the Church 
would couch as one of the ‘minor’ 
Feasts. 

When we consider the lives of the 
Saints, we often (let’s say ‘usually’) 
encounter lives of severity—

persecution, martyrdom.  When we 
think of the life of St. Nicholas, we 
don’t find these things, and yet he is 
among the most revered of all saints.  
How is this possible? 

Certainly there WAS persecution 
in the Saint’s life.  He was cast into 
prison during the persecutions of 
Diocletian.  And he was stripped of 
his Episcopal status (temporarily) at 
the First Council in Nicaea in 325 as 
a result of his striking Arius for his 
blasphemy before that council.  His 
reinstatement was nearly immediate 
(overnight) after the Holy Spirit 
revealed to those of the Council that 
the Saint’s actions were justified in 
the defense of the truth and of the 
Church. 

Which takes us to the topic at 
hand.  Truth.  It is a commodity that 
is becoming ever harder to find in 

our world. 

Why speak of truth in conjunction 
within an essay praising St. Nicholas? 

In the aforementioned defense of 
the Faith in the face of blatant heresy, 
St. Nicholas was fearless.  The Em-
peror Constantine sat at the Council.  
Striking a person in the presence of 
the Emperor was a crime which car-
ried the sentence of death.  St. Nicho-
las ignored the penalty, and defended 
the Faith!  He defended the truth. 

There is the account of the Saint 
interrupting the execution of three 
just men by seizing the sword of the 
executioner, freeing the prisoners of 
their bonds, and then chastising a 
juror from the men’s trial who had 
accepted a bribe to testify against 
them.  Truth! 

In another account the Saint spared 
the lives of three innocent generals 
who had been wrongly accused by 
appearing in a dream to the Emperor 
Constantine and revealing… 

The Truth! 

There are more such accounts, but 
how many do we need to cement our 
own reverence for one of the most 
revered saints of the Church? 

So let’s take our overview to today. 

On Athos, two monks were work-
ing in the bakery, distraught because 
the grain they had was nearly gone, 

and none was to be forthcoming.  
An old man came into the bakery.  
“How are you, Fathers?”  They 
replied, “Glory to God!”  The old 
man asked specifically, “Do you 
have all the wheat you need?”  
They replied, “What you see is all 
we have, Grandfather—just enough 
for this baking.”  The old man said, 
“Don’t worry.  God is great!”  He 
blessed their wheat, and left.  Just 
as he walked out the door, the 
monks concluded, “We should 
have offered food to the old man,” 
and they rushed out to invite him.  
He was gone—impossible for one 
so old.  No other monks had seen 
the man.  On the next day, and days 
thereafter, the two monks realized 
that the man was St. Nicholas, and 
his blessing on the wheat carried 
their meager supply through for the 
next six months! 

“God is great!”, indeed!   

Truth! 

May we in a post-truth world 
learn from St. Nicholas what is 
most important, and what can be 
relegated to being ignored within 
this fallen world—especially the 
blasphemous way such a blessed 
Saint is portrayed by a world seek-
ing to eliminate Christ and ac-
counts showing His love for us 
from view. 

A Sincere Search for Truth 

Important This Week: 
Thursday, 09Dec—7PM Adult Study 

Saturday, 11Dec at 6PM—Vespers 
Sunday, 12Dec, 1000AM—Divine Liturgy 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Betty 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky,  
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Judy, Barry, 
Karen, Charles 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 
Metropolitans Theodosius and Maxi-

 

Each December, I vowed to 
make Christmas a calm and peace-
ful experience. I had cut back on 
nonessential obligations; exten-
sive card writing, endless baking, 
decorating, and even overspend-
ing. Yet still, I found myself ex-
hausted, unable to appreciate the 
precious family moments, and of 
course, the true meaning of Christ-
mas.  

My son, Nicholas, was in kin-
dergarten that year. It was an ex-
citing season for a six year old. 
For weeks, he'd been memorizing 
songs for his school's "Winter 
Pageant." I didn't have the heart to 
tell him I'd be working the night 
of the production.  

Unwilling to miss his shining 
moment, I spoke with his teacher. 
She assured me there'd be a dress 
rehearsal the morning of the 
presentation. All parents unable to 
attend that evening were welcome 
to come then.  

Fortunately, Nicholas seemed 
happy with the compromise. So, 
the morning of the dress rehearsal, 
I filed in ten minutes early, found 
a spot on the cafeteria floor and 

Weekly Statistics 

One Mother’s Christmas Story 

 
 
 
 

He who prays 

hopes. 
And he who 

hopes is  
peaceful.. 

 
 
 

Elder 
Efstratios 
of Glinsk 

In the News 

Videos of services can be found at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /

UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw  
A couple of quick items for all: 
1) Stay with the kids today after Liturgy.  It’s 

rumored that St. Nicholas will be back. 
2) Next Sunday, 12Dec, please remember our 

Covered Dish celebration of St. Herman’s 
Feast Day.  Check the sign-up sheet in the 
church hall to let all know what types of 
dishes are being brought. 

 

 

It’s Not Winter Yet…. 

mos, Archpriest Stephan, Popadia 
Marika, Matushka Illaria, Nun The-
ophania, Anne, Mary, Addyson, Paul, 
Anne, Mary, Richard, Joanne, Matu-
shka Theodora, Stephen, Alex, Elea-
nor, child Sophia, Steve,  Tina, Helen, 
Paul, Reader Charles 

 

 

Saturday 27Nov Vespers               5   faithful,   12 views 

Sunday 28Nov Divine Liturgy 27 faithful,   6   views 

Thursday 02Dec Adult Study 4   faithful 
 

sat down. Around the room, I saw 
several other parents quietly 
scampering to their seats. As I 
waited, the students were led into 
the room. Each class, accompa-
nied by their teacher, sat cross-

legged on the floor. Then, each 
group, one by one, rose to perform 
their song.  

Because the public school sys-
tem had long stopped referring to 
the holiday as "Christmas," I did-
n't expect anything other than fun, 
commercial entertainment songs 
of reindeer, Santa Claus, snow-
flakes and good cheer. So, when 
my son's class rose to sing, 
"Christmas Love," I was slightly 
taken aback by its bold title.  

Nicholas was aglow, as were all 
of his classmates, adorned in 
fuzzy mittens, red sweaters, and 
bright snowcaps upon their heads. 
Those in the front row center 
stage held up large letters, one by 
one, to spell out the title of the 
song. As the class would sing "C 
is for Christmas," a child would 
hold up the letter C. Then, "H is 
for Happy," and so on, until each 
child holding up his portion had 

presented the complete message, 
"Christmas Love."  

The performance was going 
smoothly, until suddenly, we no-
ticed her; a small, quiet, girl in the 
front row holding the letter "M" 
upside down, totally unaware her 
letter "M" appeared as a "W." The 
audience of 1st through 6th grad-
ers snickered at this little one's 
mistake. But she had no idea they 
were laughing at her, so she stood 
tall, proudly holding her "W."  

Although many teachers tried to 
shush the children, the laughter 
continued until the last letter was 
raised, and we all saw it together. 
A hush came over the audience 
and eyes began to widen. In that 
instant, we understood the reason 
we were there, why we celebrated 
the holiday in the first place, why 
even in the chaos, there was a 
purpose for our festivities. For 
when the last letter was held high, 
the message read loud and clear: 

"C H R I S T W A S L O V E"  

And, I believe, He still is. 

Amazed in His pres-
ence...humbled by His love. 
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On St. Nicholas (by Fr. Robert Miclean, orthodoxanapolis.org) 

Today we’ll celebrate the Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker—one of the greatest Saints of the Church. Sadly, the image of St. 
Nicholas most people know today is in the form of Santa Claus, an over-indulgent and completely secular figure who’s in the business of 
making himself the focus of Christmas and taking away that focus from the real reason for the season: Christ’s life-giving Incarnation and 
Nativity. 

The contrast between Santa Claus and the real St. Nicholas is seen perhaps in the greatest light when one considers that St. Nicholas’ 
entire life, from infancy to his falling asleep, was dedicated to serving and glorifying God. All of St. Nicholas’ many miracles were never 
about him, but always indicative of his love of God the Holy Trinity and his love of neighbor even more than self. 

Without Christ, St. Nicholas is reduced to the pudgy promoter of the commercialization and secularism of Western society, but this cari-
cature is so bereft of the historic reality of St. Nicholas. Orthodox Christianity alone preserves the memory of the real St. Nicholas, who 
through his words and deeds presents us with true inspiration for the cooperation with the Holy Spirit necessary for change and continued 
growth in our own lives. 

For this reason, St. Nicholas’ is revered throughout the Orthodox Church in every land. It’s even said that in Russia there is not one city 
that does not have a church dedicated to him. He is equally popular in Romania, Georgia, Greece, and wherever Orthodox Christianity is 
present. 

St. Nicholas gave to the poor, but he also prioritized ministering to those who were poor in faith. He saved the three daughters of a poor 
man who was about to sell them into slavery to buy food, secretly tossing through their window one bag of gold a month to save each of the 
daughters. When, with the third bag of gold, the father discovered it was St. Nicholas who secretly threw in the bag of gold, St. Nicholas 
instructed the man to always put His trust in God, who would not fail to provide. St. Nicholas saved those in peril on land and on sea and 
freed those wrongly condemned. But St. Nicholas also fervently and lovingly preached the Gospel of Christ and defended the holy Ortho-
dox Faith from the Arians, even striking Arias for in the First Ecumenical Council for the blasphemous words protruding from his mouth 
against the One, true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Such righteous anger was unusual for the humble hierarch and reveals the great 
danger he rightly saw Arianism to pose for the Church. 

St. Nicholas teaches us that love of God leads to love of neighbor, to outward focus, to the desire to share and live the Gospel of Christ. 
Indeed, this aspect of his life is perhaps the most intriguing: He teaches us “chastity,” that is, ‘whole-mindedness,’ the fact that our relation-
ship with God is meant to impact our whole life, to make us truly Christ-like and Christ-focused in all our thoughts, words, and actions.  We 
learn from St. Nicholas to be contented, generous in giving, fervent in speaking and living the Truth of Christ, and, we learn from him to be 
thankful in spirit, returning to God often to praise and worship Him for His work in our lives. St. Nicholas teaches us, in fact, to live our 
whole lives oriented toward God and His deifying worship, the spiritual well from which flows such love in action.  This same message is 
reflected in today’s other Gospel in which Christ heals ten lepers. While all ten were healed, only one came back to Christ, prostrating him-
self before Him who gives life to all people, and thanking God for the healing, the new life, he’s received. 

Like these lepers, you and I have received the greatest of gifts—something even greater than physical healing: new life in Jesus Christ, 
participation even now in His eternal Kingdom through the Sacraments of His Church, forgiveness of our sins and prayer, real progress in 
the life in Him. Christ brings eternal purpose to our otherwise temporal lives. He invites us to receive Him inside ourselves, to feed on Him 
with our eternal souls. He heals us from the passions and destructive vices of the world to the extent that we’re willing to cooperate with His 
work in our lives. He receives us as we are, but always with the objective of transfiguring us into the men and women of God He’s created 
us to be. 

So yes, we’re like one of the ten lepers who have been offered new life: We’ve all been offered deification; we’ve all been set upon the 
journey of healing that is life with God. But, the question is: are we like the leper who returns to God, prostrates himself before Him and 
thanks Him, or, are we like the other nine, who receive from God but take His work, healing, and salvation for granted? Do we avail our-
selves of His life, of His healing, of this deification? Or, are we focused on ourselves to the extent that we forget those around us and their 
needs? 

Whatever our sin struggle, there’s healing: no one’s beyond God’s healing power. With God, all things are possible. But how can we find 
healing if we’re set on going our own way, in making our communion with God through Christ, only a tangential part of our busy lives, in 
taking Christ and His Church on “our terms,” or filling our days with other priorities beside our life in Him? In all these ways, we can be 
like those other nine lepers who did not return to give thanks. 

Similarly, our Nativity Fast, our Advent, can be swallowed up with the secular, commercial, and busy aspects of Santa Claus’ Christmas, 
or, we can redeem the times, and follow the lead of St. Nicholas in glorifying God this holy season, striving to keep Christ in our focus at all 
times, returning regularly to Him in thanksgiving, and deepening our relationship and communion with Him. If we do so, this Christmas, as 
we come together to worship Him in the Winter Pascha, the service of the Feast of the Nativity, we’ll find that Christ meets us there, in the 
midst of the Feast, filling it with true spiritual joy, peace, meaning that fills our eternal souls to overflowing with thanksgiving. 

For this purpose, I urge you not to neglect or make tangential the true worship of Christ in His holy Church this Nativity, but for your 
own sake and that of your families, to make a priority of worshiping God of putting Christ first; like the one leper, return to Christ to give 
Him thanks for His work in your life and that of your family. It’s vital that we demonstrate before our children that this is the true meaning 
of Christmas. This is what they can give back to God: their true worship—it is these thankful, worshiping beings that God has created us to 
become. 

Today, St. Nicholas points us to Him whom the angels sing, whom the shepherds and magi adore. We call on St. Nicholas to enjoin our 
prayers, that we too may grow in his obedience and humility; that we possess such boldness in proclaiming and living the Gospel of Christ 
and the holy Orthodox Faith in our own day. 

These are the gifts worthy of asking St. Nicholas to help supply through his intercessions for us this day. May we, by following his exam-
ple of faith, continue the work he performed during his life and thereafter to glorify God the Holy Trinity, to keep Christ before us in all 
things and at the center of our Christmas and our whole lives. May we fill this holy season with real and lasting meaning: with worship, 
service and song, just as St. Nicholas models for us. 

Holy St. Nicholas, pray for us sinners that we may, like the one leper, may return to give thanks to God for the greatest of gifts this Nativ-
ity: His love, healing, and salvation.  



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 7)  By Your Cross, You destroyed death!  To the thief You opened Paradise.  For the Myrrhbearers, You 

changed weeping into joy, and You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that You are risen, granting the world great mercy! 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great 
deeds/ guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and 

glorify Jesus Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Glory to the Father…. 

Troparion of the Feast : (Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of absti-
nence; your humility exalted you, and your poverty enriched you.  O Hierarch Father Nicholas, entreat Christ our God that our souls may be 

saved! 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion of the Day:  (Tone 7)  The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying 

its power! Hell is bound, while the prophets rejoice and cry: ‘The Savior has come to those in faith! Enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!’ 

 

Epistle:  Eph 2:14-22/Heb 13:17-21   Gospel:    Luke 17:12-19/Luke 6:17-23 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

October Total Income $  5,260  
October Total Expenses $  2,576  
Month Net Income (Loss)     $  2,684 
 

 

On Facebook @ 
https://www.facebook.com/

StHermanHudson/ 

Find us on MeWe: 
https://mewe.com/

group/607d8c9f4f460a30da00dbd3 

Web Tracker  

StHerman Google Bus Site  1218   views/28 days 
Blog Site Views 9187  Total Views 
Web Site Views     91  in past 30 days

  

  


