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Our Lord’s Ascension is an 
absolutely essential component of 
His total dispensation in working 
our salvation.  The Incarnation 
(His Nativity), even His Resurrec-
tion are not “complete” without 
and until our Lord returns “to the 
place where He was be-
fore.” (hymnology of the Feast 
from Vespers) 

The Holy Fathers write about 
this day and relate exactly these 
ideas as they teach that the angelic 
powers were amazed at the Lord’s 
Nativity in seeing God become 
man, but on this day those same 
powers are again amazed at seeing 
a Man return to heaven as God. 

Within that hymnology we hear 
amazing words.  “The Father 
receives into His bosom He Who 
is eternally with Him.”  It contin-
ues with concepts difficult for us 
to comprehend.  “O Lord, Who 
humbled Yourself for the sake of 
mankind, and ascended to the 
place from which You could not be 
parted, send down the Most Holy 
Spirit to illumine our souls!”  
Finally these words:  “It is not 
possible to separate You from the 
bosom of the Father, O Lord, yet 
You walked with us as a man.  

Today You ascended in glory from 
the Mount of Olives, and in Your 
compassion raised fallen mankind, 
seating it with the Father.  The 
bodiless hosts were overcome with 
awe.  Trembling, they glorified 
Your love for mankind.  With them 
we on earth glorify Your conde-
scension to us, and Your ascension 
from us.”  

In the Old Testament readings for 
the Feast is the Prophecy of Zecha-
riah, which also needs to be studied 
and embraced by us: 

“Behold, the day of the Lord is 
coming, and your spoil will be 
divided in your midst.  And in that 
day His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives, which faces Jeru-
salem on the east.  And the Mount 
of Olives will be split in two, from 
east to west, making a very large 
valley; half of the mountain shall 
move toward the north and half of 
it toward the south.  And in that 
day it shall be that living waters 
shall flow from Jerusalem, half of 
them toward the eastern sea and 
half of them toward the western 
sea; in both summer and winter it 
shall occur.  And the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth….” 

This is a prophecy of the Lord’s 

return.  We heard of this, too, in 
the Epistle for the day, which 
taught us from the mouths of the 
angels present at His Ascension: 

“Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven?  This 
Jesus, Who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw Him go 
into heaven.” In short, the 
Lord’s return will be to that 
same spot from which He left on 
this Feast! 

An interesting side note for 
those who say that Scripture 
cannot be taken as truth nor as 
historically accurate. 

Years ago (in the ‘60’s I think), 
the Sheraton Hotel Corporation 
was researching a potential site 
for a hotel at the Mount of Ol-
ives.  They needed to do an envi-
ronmental impact study to enable 
construction to begin.  When the 
study was done, they found a 
major fault running through 
the Mount of Olives, and had to 
stop their plans for a hotel at the 
site. 

 

Christ is Ascended! 
 

In Glory!!!! 

Ascension 

Important This Week: 
Saturday, 19Jun, 10AM Soul Saturday Liturgy, 6PM Vespers 

Sunday, 20Jun, 930AM—Divine Liturgy Pentecost 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Betty 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky,  
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Judy, Barry, 
Karen 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 
Metropolitans Theodosius and Maxi-

 

If we are to be true to 
our calling as the children 
of God, we must live in 
imitation of Christ. We 
must imitate His meek-
ness and humility. We 
must love others just as 
did He. We must be will-
ing to be transformed, 
and made whole, that oth-
ers can see in us, the 
Light of Christ. To do 
this, we must pray and 
fast, seeking the help that 
only Christ can give us. 
That which is impossible 
with us, is possible with 
the help of Christ. Only 
Christ can ignite our soul 
for love of God, but we 
must cooperate by mak-
ing our hearts open to 

Weekly Statistics 

Called to Be Holy People (Abbot Tryphon) 

 
 
 
 
 

One who  
attains love 

cannot 
fall. 

 

 
 

St. Makarios 
the Great 

In the News 

Videos of services can be found at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /

UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw  
 

First Announcement—ANNUAL MEETING, 
Sunday, 27June after Liturgy!!!! 

We’re working on a couple of things that 
NEED YOU TO BE INVOLVED: 

 

There is a “Work Day” scheduled to address the 
building on Saturday, 26Jun.  All hands are need-
ed—many hands, light work!  Agenda includes 
landscaping at the front sign, cleanout around A/
C units, weeding, trimming, more if more hands 
are available!!! 

 

Unfortunately Too True... 

mos, Archpriest Stephan, Popadia 
Marika, Matushka Illaria, Nun The-
ophania, Anne, Mary, Addyson, Paul, 
Anne, Mary, Richard, Joanne, Matu-
shka Theodora, Stephen, Alex, Elea-
nor, child Sophia, Steve,  Tina, Helen, 
Paul, Reader Charles 

 

They say that mirrors don’t lie.. 

 

It’s fortunate that they don’t 

laugh, either! 

Saturday 05June Vespers   2 faithful,   no record 

Sunday 06June Divine Liturgy 26 faithful,   4 views 

Wednesday 09June Vesperal Liturgy   4 faithful,   0 views 

 

Him.  

We must not allow 
ourselves to be compla-
cent in our journey into 
the Heart of God. Our 
Christian faith demands 
that we take heaven vio-
lently, storming heaven 
as it were. Only when 
we are ruthless towards 
ourselves, and quick to 
condemn ourselves as 
the worst of sinners, will 
we truly be flooded with 
the grace needed to be 
transformed and made 
whole. Like the Holy 
Apostle Paul, we must 
see ourselves as the 
worst of sinners, and 
like Paul must see that 
any good we do, is 

Christ in us.  

Just as we light lampa-
das and candles before 
holy icons, symbolizing 
the Light of Christ, so 
too must we struggle 
each and every day to let 
the Light of Christ shine 
forth in us. If we live our 
Christian faith with little 
effort, the Light will be 
dim, and neither the an-
gels in heaven, or those 
who come in contact 
with us, will notice any-
thing different from the 
unbeliever. We are, as 
Christians, called to be a 
holy people, living "not 
of this world", but ever 
in the Kingdom that is to 
come.  
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Holy Fathers of the First Council (Fr. Gerald Ozlanski, uocofusa.org) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ in His Gospel teachings is constantly calling all people to salvation and eternal life! 
This blessedness begins here in our earthly lives through the knowledge of “the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent”, the Savior of the world”. 

To know does not necessarily mean that we see God, Who according to St. Paul, “no man has seen or can 
see” (I Timothy6:13). The Holy Orthodox Church teaches that God’s Being is Light-bearing and Inaccessible 
and “upon Whom the orders of angels dare not gaze.” It is even more impossible for a sinful person to see the 
face of God. 

The vision of grace, to be able to see God’s glory, was given to great and righteous people - the Prophets 
Moses and Isaiah (Is. 6:1-3), the Holy Apostles Peter, James, and John - on Mt. Tabor during the Transfigura-
tion of our Lord (Matt. 17:1-2); the Apostle Paul, at his call to apostolic service (Acts 9:3-6) and other great 
saints of Christ’s Church. 

But the Lord grants all people the opportunity to know Him through faith and a pure heart. He calls such 
people blessed and happy: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God (Matt. 5:8)”. However, man 
only attains a partial spiritual knowledge and vision of God. The Lord Jesus Christ taught that God’s Light-
bearing Being is known perfectly only to “he...whom the Son wills to reveal Him (Matt. 11:27)”. 

In His Gospel, Christ the Savior says that God is Spirit (John 4:24), that He is our true Father, Creator, and 
Providence (Matt 10:30; Luke 12:7). He truly loves us and sent His Only-begotten Son for our redemption 
and salvation from sin and the Devil (John 3:16). God constantly bestows His benevolence upon us and di-
rects our path towards salvation. 

Sending us His countless blessings, He expects us to worship Him in spirit and truth and to sincerely love 
Him. God also wishes that all people with a heartfelt faith in Him strive to fulfill His sacred will as set out our 
for us in the Gospel commandments, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved”, the Lord says, “but he 
who does not believe will be condemned (Mark 16:16). 

Our Holy Church has always called people to the saving faith of Christianity, as she does today, preaching 
through her priests the New Testament commandments and teaching them to live a Christian life. That is why 
we cherish our membership in the Holy Orthodox Church and glorify our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, with 
gratitude. 

The Holy Apostles, the Fathers, and Teachers, placed everything true and saving into the Church of Christ, 
as into a great treasure-house. The Holy Church offers Christ’s salvation through her teachings and in the Ho-
ly Mysteries without which a man cannot be saved. In order to receive the Gifts of Grace of God’s Sacra-
ments, the Holy Church demands firm faith and a pious life. all Christians are called to know “what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God(Roamsn12:2). 

St. John the Divine preaches that every believer can know whether he or she has truly known God accord-
ing to how they observe His commandments: “He who says, ‘I know him,’ and does not keep His command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him, (I John 2:4)”, “God is Light” (I John 1:5), and therefore our life 
too should shine with Divine Light. Our God is “merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abounding in 
goodness and truth (Exodus 35:6)”, and we should strive to be compassionate, patient, and merciful towards 
our near and dear ones in our lifetime. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy(Matt. 5:7), says 
the Lord. 

The Holy church commands us to strengthen our piety by reading and listening to Holy Scripture, from 
which we will receive a saving knowledge of God and His Holy Will - good and perfect. 

Let us pray to God with our whole heart that He may strengthen our weak will to fulfill his commandments 
and to open our minds to understand the Holy Scriptures. The knowledge of God and a heartfelt love of him, 
witnessed by our deeds, will surely lead us to blessed Eternal Life, which our Heavenly Father will grant us 
through the grace of His son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 6)  The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; the guards became as dead men.  Mary stood by Your grave, 
seeking Your most pure Body.  You have captured hell, not being tempted by it.  You have come to the Virgin granting life.  O Lord, Who 

arose from the dead, glory to You! 

Troparion—Feast of Ascension:  (Tone 4)  You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, granting joy to Your disciples by the promise of the 

Holy Spirit.  Through the blessing they were assured that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world! 

Troparion—Holy Fathers:  (Tone 8)  Most glorious are You, O Christ our God!  You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the 

earth!  Through them You have guided us to the true Faith.  O greatly Compassionate One, glory to You! 

Glory to the Father…. 

Kontakion—Feast of Ascension:  (Tone 6)  When You fulfilled the dispensation for our sake, and united earth to heaven, You ascended 
in glory, O Christ our God, not being parted from those who love You, but remaining with them and crying: ‘I am with you, and no one will be 

against you!’ 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion—Holy Fathers:  (Tone 8)  The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have established one faith for the Church.  

Adorned with the robe of truth woven from heavenly theology.  Great is the mystery of piety which it defines and glorifies! 

Epistle:  Acts 20:16-18, 28-36  Gospel:    John 17:1-13 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

May Total Income  $  6,201  
May Total Expenses $  2,072  
Month Net Income (Loss)   $  4,129 
 

 

We’re Leaving Facebook! 
Find us on MeWe: 
https://mewe.com/

group/607d8c9f4f460a30da00dbd3 

Web Tracker  

StHerman Google Bus Site  928  views/28 days 
Blog Site Views 8108 Total Views 
Web Site Views 83 in past 30 days  

  


