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The Midnight Office 

(Nocturnes) 

DEACON: Bless, Master. 

PRIEST: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

READER: Amen. 

  Glory to You, our God, glory to You! 

 Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who is everywhere present 

and fills all things.  Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life, come and abide 

in us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One. 

 Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us!  (3X) 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  Lord, cleanse us from our sins.  Master, 

pardon our transgressions.  Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your 

name’s sake. 

 Lord, have mercy.  (3X) 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

PRIEST: For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

READER: Amen. 

 Come, let us worship God our King.  Come, let us worship and fall down 

before Christ, our King and our God.  Come, let us worship and fall down 

before Christ Himself, our King and our God. 

Psalm 50 (51) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your great mercy; according to the multitude 

of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 

me.  Against You and only You have I sinned, and done that which is evil in Your sight, so 

that You are justified in Your sentence, and blameless in Your judgement.  

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceived me.  Behold, 

You desire truth in the inward being, therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
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Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Fill 

me with joy and gladness, let the bones which You have broken rejoice. Hide Your face 

from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 

new and right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your 

Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing 

Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You.  

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing 

aloud of Your deliverance.  

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise.  For You have no delight 

in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, You would not be pleased.  The sacrifice 

acceptable to God is a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not 

despise. Do good to Zion in Your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  Then You 

shall delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then they 

shall offer young bulls on Your altar.  

 

The Canon – Ode 1 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 O Lord, my God, I shall sing for You a funeral hymn and a burial ode; for 

through Your burial You opened for me the portals of life; and by Your Death 

You have caused death and Hades to die. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 Those above the earth, and those below as they behold You, my Savior, on 

Your throne on high, and in the grave below are amazed and tremble at Your 

death; for You, the Source of Life, are seen as dead, in a manner beyond 

understanding. 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 You descended to the depths of the earth so that all things would be filled with 

Your glory; for my person that is in Adam was not hidden from You; and being 

buried, You renewed me from corruption, O Lover of mankind.  
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The Canon – Ode 3 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 You have revealed the symbols of Your burial by many visions.  But now, You 

have shown Your secret things as God and man, even to those in Hades, O 

Master.  And these cry to You, “There is none Holy but You, O Lord.” 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 You stretched out Your arms and united those who were divided of old.  

Restrained by the shroud and the tomb, You loosed those held captive, who 

cry out, “There is none Holy but You, O Lord.” 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 As God You cannot be contained, yet You were sealed in a tomb of Your own 

will; and You made known Your power through Your divine actions to those 

who sing, “There is none Holy but You, O Lord.” 

 

The Canon – Ode 4 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 You have blessed the seventh day, O Savior, which You had blessed at the 

beginning, for You created all, and You renew all by keeping the Sabbath and 

restoring Yourself. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 When Your soul was parted from Your body, the bonds of Hades and Death 

were shattered by the power of Your might, O Word of God. 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 As Hades accepted You, O Word, it became bitter, beholding a man Who is 

God, covered with bruises, yet all-powerful.  Therefore it shouted in fear at 

the awesome sight. 
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The Canon – Ode 5 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 When You as the Creator became a man, You renewed those who dwell on the 

earth.  The shroud and the tomb explain the mystery, O Word, for the 

honorable Joseph fulfilled Your Father’s plan, through Whom You have 

renewed me by the might of His majesty. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 You transform mortality by Your death, and the corrupt by Your burial, for 

this is befitting of God.  You have made the body that You created 

incorruptible and immortal, for Your body did not see corruption, nor was 

Your soul abandoned as a stranger in Hades. 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 You came forth from the virgin who knew no travail.  Your side, O my Creator, 

was pierced, and by this You accomplished the re-creation of Eve, having 

Yourself become Adam.  As God You slept, renewing nature and raising life 

from sleep and corruption, since You are almighty. 

The Canon – Ode 6 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 You were slain, O Word, but were not separated from the body, which You 

shared with us, for even though the temple was destroyed during Your 

Passion, the Person of Your Divinity and humanity was still one, for in both 

You are one Son, the Word of God, God and Man. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 The fall of Adam resulted in the death of man, but not of God, for though Your 

earthly body suffered, Your Divinity remained passionless, transforming the 

corruptible to incorruption, and showing it to be the fountain of Resurrection 

for life immortal. 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Truly Hades rules the race of mankind, but not forever, for You, O Mighty 

One, when placed in the tomb, demolished the bars of death with Your life-

giving hand, and You preached to those who slept there from of old the true 

redemption, and You became, O Savior, the First-born of the dead. 

 

The Canon – Ode 7 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 Hades was pierced in the heart, having received the One pierced in His side, 

and was consumed by the force of Divine fire, for the salvation of us who sing, 

“Blessed are You, O God our Redeemer!” 

 Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 O Blessed tomb, having received in it the Creator as though asleep, it was 

shown to be a divine treasure of Life, for the salvation of us who sing, 

“Blessed are You, O God our Redeemer!” 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 The Life of all, according to the law of the dead submits to the tomb, and 

shows it to be the fountain of Resurrection, for the salvation of us who sing, 

“Blessed are You, O God our Redeemer!” 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
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 The Godhead of Christ was one with the Father and the Spirit, without 

separation in the tomb and in Eden, for the salvation of us who sing, “Blessed 

are You, O God our Redeemer!” 

The Canon – Ode 8 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 The pure Temple has been destroyed, but He raised up with Him the fallen 

tabernacle, for the second Adam Who dwells on High descended to the first 

Adam in the depths of Hades.  O you youths, bless Him, you priests, praise 

Him; and you people exalt Him to all ages. 

 We bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Lord. 

 The courage of the disciples failed, but Joseph of Arimathea shows valor, for 

beholding the God of all dead and naked, he asked for Him, and arrayed Him 

crying out, “Bless Him, O youths!  Praise Him, O priests!  O people, exalt 

Him above all forever!” 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 What new wonders!  What goodness!  What ineffable forbearance!  He that 

dwells in the highest is sealed under the earth of His own will, and is slandered 

as a deceiver.  “Bless Him, O youths!  Praise Him, O priests!  O people, exalt 

Him above all forever!” 
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CHOIR:  

 

[As Ode 9 is sung for the first time the curtains are opened as are the Royal Doors.  After Intoning Ode 9, he 

censes around the Winding Sheet three times.] 

PRIEST: The Theotokos and the Mother of Light let us honor and magnify in song! 

The Canon – Ode 9 
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READER: Glory to You, O God, glory to You! 

 My eternal Son, I was spared travail at Your birth, and was wonderfully 

blessed.  And now, beholding You, my God, as a lifeless corpse, I am torn 

apart with the spear of bitter sorrow; but arise, that I may be magnified. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 The earth, O mother, covers Me of My own will, but the gate-keepers of Hades 

trembled seeing Me clothed in a blood-spattered robe of vengeance, for as 

God, I have struck down the enemies with the Cross, and I will rise again and 

magnify you. 

 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Let all creation rejoice, and all the earthborn be glad.  For Hades, the enemy 

has been despoiled.  Let the women meet Me with myrrh; for I redeem Adam 

along with Eve, and all their descendants, and will rise on the third day. 

[As Ode 9 is sung for the second time, the Priest and the Deacon make three prostrations before the Winding 

Sheet, then lovingly lift it and transport it onto the Altar Table, where it remains until the Feast of Ascension!] 

[The Royal Doors and the Curtain are now closed.] 
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READER: Amen. 

 Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who is everywhere present 

and fills all things.  Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life, come and abide 

in us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One. 

 Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us!  (3X) 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  Lord, cleanse us from our sins.  Master, 

pardon our transgressions.  Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your 

name’s sake. 

 Lord, have mercy.  (3X) 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

PRIEST: For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

READER: Amen. 

Resurrection Troparion 

 



19 

 

The Litany 
[The Litany is offered before the closed Doors from the Ambo.] 

DEACON: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great goodness, we pray to You, 

hear us and have mercy. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: Again we pray that our Lord will keep this city and this holy Church, and 

every city and country from wrath, famine, pestilence, earthquake, flood, fire, 

the sword, the invasion by enemies, from civil war, and from sudden death; 

that our good God, who love us, may be gracious, favorable and conciliatory, 

and turn away and dispel all the wrath stirred up against us, and all sickness, 

and may deliver us from His righteous chastisement which impends against 

us and have mercy on us. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. (3X) 

PRIEST: Hear us, O God our Savior, the Hope of all the ends of the earth and of those 

who are far off upon the sea, and be gracious, be gracious, O Master, to us 

sinners and have mercy on us.  For You are a merciful God Who loves us, and 

to You we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

CHOIR: Amen. 

The Dismissal 

PRIEST: Glory to You, O Christ, our God and our Hope, glory to You. 

CHOIR: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 Lord, have mercy.  (3X) 

 Father, bless. 

PRIEST: May Christ, our true God, through the prayers of His most pure Mother, of 

our venerable and God-bearing Fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on 

us and save us, for He is good and loves us. 

CHOIR: Amen. 
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The Procession 
[All lights and candles in the Church are extinguished.  The curtain, the Royal Doors, and the Deacon Doors are 

thrown open wide.  As the church remains in total darkness, one small Light is seen in the Altar, which then 

ignites the candles of the three-candled Cross (Tresvechnik), which in turn is brought out by the Priest and used 

to light candles held by all the faithful, as the following hymn is sung.] 

 

[After the Holy Light is distributed to the Faithful, the clergy organize and begin the procession out of the 

Church.  It is led by the altar servers carrying lighted candles, and one carrying the censer (with incense!).  The 

priest and deacon carry the Book of Gospels, the three candle Cross, and the required service book(s) for the 

return to the church entrance.  As the faithful begin and conduct the procession, the following hymn is solemnly 

sung.] 

 

In some parishes, three (3) circles of the church are done.  In others, only one (1).  Circling proceeds to the LEFT 

out of the Church. 

When the procession(s) is/are finished, the priest proceeds to the main door of the Church, which is CLOSED.  

From there, the following proceeds. 
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The Entry to the Church 
Upon return to the Entrance of the Church, a small lectern/stand is set out, onto which the Holy Gospel is placed.  

The Deacon takes a lighted candle and stands opposite the Priest about the small lectern.  

The Priest begins: 

The Gospel 

DEACON: And that we may be accounted worthy to hear the Holy Gospel, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy! (3X) 

DEACON: Wisdom!  Let us attend!  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel! 

PRIEST: Peace be unto all! 

CHOIR: And to your spirit. 

PRIEST: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark. 

CHOIR: Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You! 

DEACON: Let us attend!   

PRIEST: (Mark 16:1-8) Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint 

Him. Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the 

tomb when the sun had risen.  And they said among themselves, "Who will roll 

away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?"  But when they looked up, 

they saw that the stone had been rolled away--for it was very large.  And 

entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting 

on the right side; and they were alarmed.  But he said to them, "Do not be 

alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is 

not here. See the place where they laid Him.  But go, tell His disciples--and 

Peter--that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He 

said to you."  So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they 

trembled and were amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid.  

CHOIR: Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You! 

The Priest takes the censer from the server and, standing back to the door of the Church, begins: 

PRIEST: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 
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Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 

FAITHFUL: and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life. 

PRIEST: Let God arise!  Let His enemies be scattered.  Let those who hate Him flee 

from before His face.  

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the right, about the lectern, and the Deacon moves as well so that they face one another: 

PRIEST: As smoke vanishes, let them vanish!  As wax melts before the fire! 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the front the lectern, back to the Faithful: 

PRIEST: So the sinners will perish before the face of God, but let the righteous be glad! 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the right, about the lectern: 

PRIEST: This is the day which the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the rear of the lectern, back to the Church door, facing the faithful: 

PRIEST: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

PRIEST: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 

FAITHFUL: and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Litany 

The Deacon hands the candle to a server and moves to face the door of the Church, and then begins: 

DEACON: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: For the peace from above, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  
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DEACON: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy Churches of God, 

and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For this holy house, and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and the 

fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For His Holiness, Patriarch ___, for the Holy Synod, for His Eminence 

Metropolitan ___, for the honorable Priesthood, the Deaconate in Christ, for 

all the clergy and all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and for our Armed 

Forces everywhere, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For this city, and for every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in 

them, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For seasonable weather, for the abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For travelers by land, by sea, and by air, for the sick and the suffering, for 

captives and for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger and necessity, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.  

DEACON: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, 

Theotokos, and ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us commend 

ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 

CHOIR: To You, O Lord.  

PRIEST: For to You are due all glory, honor and worship, to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
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CHOIR: Amen! 

[The Priest blesses the Faithful with the Tri-candle Cross and shouts, “Christ is Risen!” three times.  He then 

turns to the entry door, and with Cross in his right hand, BANGS on the door three times, and says;] 

PRIEST: Lift up your heads, O you gates!  And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!  And 

the King of Glory shall enter! 

[From within the Church, a voice cries out,] 

VOICE: Who is this King of Glory? 

PRIEST: The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 

[Again the priest BANGS on the door three times, and says;] 

PRIEST: Lift up your heads, O you gates!  And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!  And 

the King of Glory shall enter! 

[From within the Church, a voice cries out,] 

VOICE: Who is this King of Glory? 

PRIEST: The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory! 

[At this, the Entry Doors swing open wide, and the Procession enters the building, singing with great joy, “Christ 

is Risen!” 

 

 

The Resurrection Matins 

 

The Canon, Ode 1 
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The Canon, Ode 3 
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The Canon, Ode 4 
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The Canon, Ode 5 

 
 

 
 

The Canon, Ode 6 
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The Kontakion 
[To be read, not chanted] 

By descending into the tomb, O Immortal One, You destroyed the power of Hades.  And 

You arose victorious, O Christ our God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, “Hail!”, and 

to Your Apostles granting peace, having granted resurrection to the fallen. 

 

The Oikos 
[To be read, not chanted] 

The myrrh-bearing women came before dawn, and sought as those who seek the day their 

Sun, Who was before the Sun, and Who had now set in the tomb.  They cried to one another, 

“Come, let us anoint with spices His Life-creating and entombed Body, raising the fallen 

Adam lying in the tomb.  Let us go in haste like the Magi, let us worship and bring myrrh 

as a gift to Him Who is wrapped now in a shroud instead of swaddling clothes.  Let us weep 

and cry aloud, “O Master, arise!  You are the One Who grants resurrection to the fallen!” 

 

The Synaxarion 
[To be read, not chanted] 

On the Holy and Great Pascha we celebrate the life-creating Resurrection of our Lord, 

and God, and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Christ, descending alone to struggle with Hades came forth again and brought with Him 

the spoils of victory. 

To Him be glory, honor, and dominion to the Ages of Ages.  Amen. 
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The Resurrection Ode 
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The Canon, Ode 7 
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The Canon, Ode 8 
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 [The Priest intones the following with the censer elevated at the Icon of the Theotokos, and during the singing of 

Ode 9 of the Canon, he censes the Iconostas and the people.] 

PRIEST: The Theotokos and the Mother of the Light, let us honor and magnify in song! 

 

The Canon, Ode 9 
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The Little Litany 

DEACON: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 
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DEACON: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, 

Theotokos, and ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us commend 

ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 

CHOIR: To You, O Lord. 

PRIEST: For all the Powers of Heaven praise You, and to You they ascribe glory, to 

the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. 

CHOIR: Amen. 

The Exaposteilarion 
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The Praises 

READER: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord from the 

Heavens, praise Him in the highest.  To You, O God, is due a song. 

 Praise Him, all His angels.  Praise Him, all His Hosts.  To You, O God, is due 

a song. 

 Praise Him for His sovereignty; praise Him in the multitude of His majesty. 

 We praise Your saving Passion, O Christ, and your Resurrection we glorify! 

 Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; praise Him with lyre and harp. 

 O Lord, Who endured the Cross, and abolished Death, and has risen from the 

dead, pacify our lives, as the only Almighty. 

 Praise Him with timbral and dance; praise Him with strings and pipes. 

 O Christ, Who destroyed Hades and raised up mankind by Your Resurrection, 

make us worthy with purity of heart to praise and glorify You. 

 Praise Him with the well-sounding cymbals; praise Him with cymbals of 

jubilation.  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 

 Glorifying Your Divine condescension, we praise You, O Lord.  Born of a 

Virgin, yet You remained inseparable from the Father.  You suffered as man, 

and willingly endured the Cross.  You rose from the Tomb, as if emerging 

from a bridal chamber, that You may save the world.  O Lord, glory to You! 

 

Let God Arise 
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The Divine Liturgy 
The Priest takes the Gospel in hand, and elevating it, makes the sign of the cross upon the altar table as he opens 

with the prayer: 

PRIEST: Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever and unto ages of ages.   

(Mark 11:10;  Matthew 28:19) 

CHOIR:  

The Priest takes the censer and the Tri-candle Cross, and standing before the Holy Altar, with the Deacon 

holding a candle opposite him, he begins censing and singing: 

PRIEST: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 

FAITHFUL: and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life. 

PRIEST: Let God arise!  Let His enemies be scattered.  Let those who hate Him flee 

from before His face.  

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the right side of the Altar, and the Deacon moves as well so that they face one another: 

PRIEST: As smoke vanishes, let them vanish!  As wax melts before the fire! 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the rear of the Altar: 

PRIEST: So the sinners will perish before the face of God, but let the righteous be glad! 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest moves to the left side of the Altar: 

PRIEST: This is the day which the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 
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The Priest moves to the Table of Oblation, with the Deacon at his right: 

PRIEST: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

FAITHFUL: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest returns to before the Holy Altar, as the Deacon leaves his candle and proceeds thru the North 

Deacon’s Door to begin the Great Litany: 

PRIEST: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 

FAITHFUL: and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life. 

 

The Great Litany 

DEACON: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR:   

   
 

DEACON: For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the 

Lord.  (John 4:27) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, 

and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord.  (Hebrews 12:14) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For this holy house and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and the fear 

of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For His Holiness Patriarch _____, for the holy Orthodox Synod, for His 

Eminence Metropolitan _____, for His Grace Bishop _____, the honorable 

#1 

#2 
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Priesthood, the Deaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and the people, let us 

pray to the Lord.  (Hebrews 13:7) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and for the armed 

forces everywhere, let us pray to the Lord.  (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For this city, for every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, 

let us pray to the Lord.  (Jeremiah 29:7) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For seasonable weather, for the abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.  (James 5:17:18;  Psalm 65:9) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For travelers by land, by sea and by air; for the sick and the suffering;  for 

captives and their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  (James 5:14-15;  Hebrews 13:3) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us 

pray to the Lord.  (Psalm 34:4) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace.  (Psalm 

79:9;  Ephesians 2:8) 

CHOIR: Lord have mercy. 

DEACON: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commend ourselves 

and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.  

(Hebrews 12:1)  

CHOIR: 

 

PRIEST: Lord our God, Your power is incomparable.  Your glory is incomprehensible.  Your mercy 

is immeasurable.  Your love for us is inexpressible.  Look down on us and on this holy 

house with pity, O Master, and grant the riches of Your mercy and Your compassion to us 

and to those who pray with us. 

#1 

 

#2 
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PRIEST: For to You are due all glory, honor, and worship:  to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.   

(2 Chronicles 29:11) 

CHOIR:  

 

The First Antiphon 

 
 

 
 

#1 

 

#2 
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The Little Litany 

DEACON: Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commend ourselves 

and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.  

CHOIR: To You, O Lord. 

PRIEST: Lord our God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance.  Preserve the fullness of Your 

Church.  Sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house; glorify them in return by Your 

divine power, and do not forsake us who put our hope in You. 

 For Yours is the majesty, and Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the 

glory:  of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 

unto ages of ages.   

CHOIR: Amen. 
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The Second Antiphon 
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The Little Litany 

DEACON: Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commend ourselves 

and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.  

CHOIR: To You, O Lord. 

PRIEST: Lord, You have given us grace with one accord to make our common supplications to You, 

and You promised that when two or more are gathered together in Your Name You would 

grant their requests. Fulfill now, the petitions of Your servants as may be expedient for 

them, granting us in this world the knowledge of Your truth, and in the world to come, life 

everlasting. 

  

 For You are a good God who loves us, and to You we ascribe glory:  to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 

ages. 

CHOIR: Amen. 
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The Third Antiphon 

READER: Let God arise!  Let His enemies be scattered.  Let those who hate Him flee 

from before His face.  

CHOIR:

 

READER: As smoke vanishes, let them vanish!  As wax melts before the fire! 

CHOIR: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

READER: So the sinners will perish before the face of God, but let the righteous be glad! 

CHOIR: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 

The Priest and Deacon move to the Royal Doors for the Little Entrance 

DEACON: Wisdom!  Let us attend! 

PRIEST: The introit of the entrance:  Bless God in the churches, the Lord, O You that 

are of Israel’s fountain! 

CHOIR: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life. 
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The Hypakoe 

 
 

 
 

 
CHOIR: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
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The Pascal Kontakion 

 
 

 
 

The Trisagion 

PRIEST: O Holy God: Who rests in the saints; Who is hymned by the Seraphim with the thrice-holy 

cry, and glorified by the Cherubim, and worshipped by every heavenly power; Who out of 

nothing has brought all things into being; Who has created us after Your own Image and 

Likeness, and has adorned us with every gift; Who gives to those who ask wisdom and 

understanding; Who does not despise the sinner, but instead has appointed repentance for 

salvation; Who has granted to us, Your humble and unworthy servants, even in this hour 

to stand before the glory of Your Holy Altar, and to offer worship and praise which are due 

to You.  O Master, accept even from the mouths of us sinners the thrice-holy hymn, and 

visit us in Your goodness.  Forgive us every transgression, both voluntary and involuntary.  

Sanctify our souls and bodies, and enable us to serve You in holiness all the days of our 

life.  Through the intercessions of the holy Theotokos and of all the saints who from the 

beginning of the world have been well-pleasing to You. 

DEACON: Bless, Master, the time of the Thrice-Holy. 
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PRIEST: Let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

PRIEST: For You are Holy, O our God, and to You we ascribe glory:  to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

DEACON: and unto ages of ages. 

 
 

The Prokeimenon and Epistle 

DEACON: Let us attend! 

PRIEST: Peace be unto all! 

DEACON: Wisdom! 

READER: The Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone: 

  This is the day which the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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CHOIR: 

 
READER: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever! 

CHOIR: (repeats Prokeimenon) 

READER: This is the day which the Lord has made! 

CHOIR: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

DEACON: Wisdom! 

READER: The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. 

PRIEST: Let us attend! 

READER: (Acts 1:1-8) In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 

began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken up, after He had given 

commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen.  

To them He presented Himself alive after His passion by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God.  

And while staying with them He charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, He said, “you heard from 

Me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.”  So when they had come together, they asked Him, 

“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them, 

“It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by His 

own authority.  But you shall receive power when the Holy spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria and to the end of the earth.” 

PRIEST: Peace be to you, reader. 

READER: And to your spirit.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

CHOIR: 

READER: You have arisen and shown mercy to Zion! 

CHOIR: (sings Alleluia) 
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READER: The Lord looked down from heaven and saw all the sons of men. 

CHOIR: (sings Alleluia)  

 

The Gospel 

PRIEST: Illumine our hearts, O Master who loves us, with the pure light of Your divine knowledge.  

Open the eyes of our minds to the understanding of Your gospel teachings.  Implant also 

in us the fear of Your blessed commandments, that trampling down all carnal desires, we 

may enter upon a spiritual manner of living, both thinking and doing those things which 

are well-pleasing to You.  For You are the illumination of our souls and bodies, O Christ 

our God, and to You we ascribe glory, together with Your Father, who is from everlasting, 

and Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  

Amen. 

DEACON:  Bless, Master, he who proclaims the good tidings of the holy Apostle and 

Evangelist ____. 

PRIEST: May God, through the prayers of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostle 

and Evangelist ____ enable you to proclaim the glad tidings with great power, 

to the fulfillment of the gospel of His beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

DEACON: Amen.  Wisdom!  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

PRIEST: Peace be unto all. 

CHOIR: 
 

 

 

 

 

DEACON: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 
 

CHOIR: 
 

 

 

 

 

PRIEST: Let us attend! 
 

DEACON: (John 1:1-17)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 

made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In 

The Gospel reading prescribed in the rubrics for the Sunday or Holy Day is read by the 

deacon (if present) or the priest.  After its completion, the priest blesses the deacon: 
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Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of 

the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was 

sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to 

every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was 

made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, 

and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 

who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 

His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth.  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom 

I said, 'He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.'" 

And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  

 

PRIEST: Peace be to he who has proclaimed the glad tidings. 

 

CHOIR:   

 

 

 

 
 

The Cherubic Hymn 

PRIEST: Again and oftentimes we fall down before You, O God who loves us, that looking down 

upon our petition You will cleanse our souls and bodies from all defilement of flesh and 

spirit; and grant us to stand blameless and without condemnation before Your holy altar.  

Grant also to those who pray with us, O God, growth in life and faith and spiritual 

understanding.  Grant them to worship You blamelessly with fear and love, and to partake 

without condemnation of Your Holy Mysteries, and to be accounted worthy of Your 

heavenly Kingdom. 

 

DEACON: Wisdom! 

PRIEST: That guarded always by Your might we may ascribe glory to You:  to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 

ages. 

CHOIR: Amen. 
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PRIEST: No one who is bound with the desires and pleasures of the flesh is worthy to approach or 

draw near or to serve You, O King of Glory; for to minister to You is great and awesome 

even to the heavenly powers.  Nevertheless through Your unspeakable and boundless love 

for us, You became man, yet without change or alteration, and as Ruler of all became our 
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High Priest, and committed to us the ministry of this liturgical and bloodless sacrifice.  For 

You alone, O Lord our God, rules over those in heaven and on earth; who is borne on the 

throne of the Cherubim;  who is Lord of the Seraphim and King of Israel;  who alone is 

Holy and rests in the saints.  Therefore, we entreat You who alone are good and ready to 

listen:  Look down on us sinners, Your unprofitable servants, and cleanse our souls and our 

hearts from evil consciences;  and by the power of the Holy Spirit enable we, who are 

endowed with the grace of the priesthood, to stand before this, Your holy table, and perform 

the sacred mystery of Your holy and pure Body and precious Blood.  For we draw near to 

You, and bowing our necks we implore You: Do not turn Your face away from us, nor cast 

us out from among Your children;  but make us, Your sinful and unworthy servants, worthy 

to offer gifts to You.  For You are the Offerer and the Offered, the Receiver and the 

Received, O Christ our God, and to You we ascribe glory, together with Your Father, who 

is from everlasting, and Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 

PRIEST: Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim, and who sing the thrice-holy hymn to the 

life-creating Trinity, now lay aside all earthly cares.  

 

DEACON: That we may receive the King of All, who comes invisibly upborne by the angelic hosts.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

PRIEST: O God, cleanse me a sinner, and have mercy on me.  (3X) 

 

The Great Entrance 

PRIEST: May the Lord God remember you and all Orthodox Christians in His 

Heavenly Kingdom, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

 

CHOIR: 
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Litany of Supplication 

DEACON: Let us complete our prayer to the Lord. 

CHOIR: #1   #2  

 

DEACON: For the precious Gifts now offered, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

CHOIR: #1   #2  

 

DEACON: For this holy house, and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and the 

fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and necessity, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 
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DEACON: That the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us ask of 

the Lord. 

CHOIR: #1    #2  

 

DEACON: An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us 

ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: All things that are good and profitable for our souls, and peace for the world, 

let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace and repentance, 

let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: A Christian ending to our life: painless, blameless, and peaceful; and a good 

defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commend ourselves 

and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 

CHOIR: #1    #2  

 

PRIEST: Lord God almighty, who alone is holy, who accepts the sacrifice of praise from those who 

call upon You with their whole heart.  Accept also the prayer of us sinners, and carry it to 

Your holy altar, enabling us to offer to You gifts and spiritual sacrifices for our sins and 

for the errors of the people.  Make us worthy to find grace in Your sight, that our sacrifice 

may be acceptable to You, and that the good spirit of Your grace may dwell upon us and 

upon these Gifts here offered, and upon Your people. 
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Through the compassions of Your only-begotten Son, with whom You are 

blessed, together with Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and 

ever and unto ages of ages. 

CHOIR:  
 

PRIEST: Peace be unto all. 

 

CHOIR: #1   #2  

 

DEACON: Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess.   

CHOIR:  

PRIEST: (Silently) I will love You, O Lord, my strength.  The Lord is my firm foundation, my 

refuge, and my deliverer. 

  

PRIEST: Christ is in our midst.   

DEACON: He is and shall be. 

DEACON: The doors!  The doors!  In wisdom, let us attend! 

The Creed  

PEOPLE: (1) I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 (2) And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father 

before all ages.  (3) Light of Lights; True God of True God; begotten, not made; (4) of one 

essence with the Father, by whom all things were made;   

(5) Who for us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven, and was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  (6) And He was crucified also 

for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried.  (7) And the third day He rose 

The priest kisses the paten, chalice, and the altar. 



67 

 

again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

the Father; (8) and He shall come again with glory to judge the quick and the dead; Whose 

Kingdom shall have no end. 

 (9) And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the 

Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; Who spoke 

by the prophets. 

 (10) And I believe in one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  (11) I acknowledge one 

baptism for the remission of sins.  (12) I look for the Resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come.   Amen. 

The Anaphora 

DEACON: Let us stand aright!  Let us stand with fear!  Let us attend, that we may offer 

the Holy Oblation in peace. 

CHOIR:  

  
PRIEST: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 

Communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: Let us lift up our hearts.  
 

CHOIR:  

PRIEST: Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
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CHOIR: 

 

 
 

PRIEST: It is meet and right to hymn You, to bless You, to praise You, to give thanks to You, and 

to worship You in every place of Your dominion: for You are God ineffable, inconceivable, 

invisible, incomprehensible, ever-existing and eternally the same, You and Your Only-

begotten Son and Your Holy Spirit. It was You that brought us forth from non-existence 

into being, and when we had fallen away You raised us up again, and did not cease to do 

all things until You had brought us up to heaven, and had endowed us with Your Kingdom 

which is to come.  For all these things we give thanks to You, and to Your Only-begotten 

Son, and to Your Holy Spirit; for all things of which we know and of which we know not, 

whether manifest or unseen; and we thank You for this Liturgy which You have deigned 

to accept at our hands, though there stand by You thousands of archangels and hosts of 

angels, the Cherubim and the Seraphim, six-winged, many-eyed, who soar aloft, borne on 

their pinions: 

 

Singing the triumphant hymn, shouting, proclaiming, and saying: 

CHOIR:  

 

 
PRIEST: With these blessed powers, O Master who loves us, we also cry aloud and say:  Holy are 

You and all-holy, You and Your only-begotten Son and Your Holy Spirit!  Holy are You 

and all-holy, and magnificent is Your glory!  Who has so loved the world as to give Your 
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only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life;  who when He had come and had fulfilled all the dispensation for us, in the night in 

which He was given up - or rather, gave Himself up for the life of the world, He took bread 

in His holy, pure, and blameless hands;  and when He had given thanks and blessed it, and 

hallowed it, and broken it, He gave it to His holy disciples and apostles, saying: 

 

Take!  Eat!  This is My Body which is broken for you, for the remission of sins.   
 

CHOIR:  

PRIEST: And likewise, after supper, He took the cup, saying: 
 

 Drink of it, all of you!  This is My Blood of the New Testament, which is  

shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins!    

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: Remembering this saving commandment and all those things which have come to pass for 

us:  the Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection on the third day, the Ascension into heaven, the 

Sitting at the right hand, and the second and glorious Coming: 
 

 Your own of Your own we offer to You, on behalf of all and for all.      
 

 

CHOIR:  
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PRIEST: Again we offer to You this reasonable worship, and ask You, and pray You, and supplicate 

You:  Send down Your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these Gifts here offered. 

 O Lord, who sent down Your Most Holy Spirit upon Your apostles at the third hour:  Do 

not take Him from us, O Good One, but renew Him in us who pray to You. 

DEACON: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.   
(Psalm 51:10) 

PRIEST: O Lord, who sent down Your Most Holy Spirit upon Your apostles at the third hour:  Do 

not take Him from us, O Good One, but renew Him in us who pray to You. 

 

DEACON: Cast me not away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.   

PRIEST: O Lord, who sent down Your Most Holy Spirit upon Your apostles at the third hour:  Do 

not take Him from us, O Good One, but renew Him in us who pray to You. 

DEACON: Bless, Master, the Holy Bread. 

PRIEST: And make this Bread the precious Body of Your Christ. 

CLERGY  

AND  

PEOPLE: Amen. 

DEACON: Bless, Master, the Holy Cup. 

PRIEST: And that which is in this Cup, the precious Blood of Your Christ. 

CLERGY  

AND  

PEOPLE: Amen. 

DEACON: Bless both, Master. 

PRIEST: Making the change by Your Holy Spirit. 

CLERGY AND PEOPLE:  

Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

PRIEST: That they may be to those who partake for the purification of soul, for the remission of 

sins, for the communion of Your Holy Spirit, for the fulfillment of the Kingdom of Heaven, 

for boldness towards You, and not for judgment or condemnation. 

 Again we offer to You this reasonable worship for those who have fallen asleep in the faith: 

ancestors, fathers, mothers, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evangelists, martyrs, 

confessors, ascetics, and every righteous spirit made perfect in faith. 
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PRIEST: Especially for our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary. 

 

The Hymn to the Theotokos 
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73 

 

 

PRIEST: For the holy Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John; the holy, glorious, and all-laudable 

apostles;  Saint ______  whom we commemorate today;  and all Your saints, at whose 

supplication look down upon us, O God.  Remember all those who have fallen asleep before 

us in the hope of resurrection to eternal life, especially _______;  grant them rest, O God, 

where the light of Your countenance shines on them. 

 Again we entreat You:  Remember, O Lord, all the Orthodox Hierarchs, who rightly teach 

the word of Your truth;  all the priests, the deacons in Christ, monastics and every order of 

the clergy. 

 Again we offer to You this reasonable worship:  for the whole world; for the Holy, Catholic, 

and Apostolic Church;  for those who live in chastity and holiness of life;  for all civil 

authorities;  grant them, O Lord, peaceful times, that we, in their tranquility, may lead a 

calm and peaceful life in all godliness and sanctity. 

 

Among the first, remember, O Lord, His Holiness Patriarch ______, the Holy 

Synod, His Eminence Metropolitan ________, His Grace Bishop _______.  

Grant them for Your holy churches in peace, safety, honor, health, and length 

of days, rightly to define the word of Your truth.   
 

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: Remember, O Lord, the city in which we dwell, every city and country; those who in faith 

dwell in them.  Remember, O Lord, travelers by land, by sea, and by air; the sick and the 

suffering; captives, and their salvation.  Remember, O Lord, those who bring offerings and 

do good in Your holy Churches; those who remember the poor; and upon all send forth 

Your mercies. 
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And grant that with one mouth and one heart we may praise Your all-

honorable and majestic name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

CHOIR: Amen. 

 

PRIEST: And the mercies of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ shall be with all of 

you. 

 

CHOIR:  

 

Litany Before the Lord’s Prayer 
DEACON: Having remembered all the saints, again and again in peace let us pray unto 

the Lord. 

CHOIR:   

 

DEACON: For the precious Gifts now offered and sanctified, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR:  

DEACON: That our God, who loves us, receiving them upon His holy, heavenly, and ideal 

altar as a sweet spiritual fragrance, will send down upon us in return His 

divine grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and necessity, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

DEACON: That the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us ask of 

the Lord. 

CHOIR:  
 

 

 

 

 

DEACON: An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us 

ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: All things that are good and profitable for our souls, and peace for the world, 

let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace and repentance, 

let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: A Christian ending to our life:  painless, blameless, and peaceful;  and a good 

defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord. 

CHOIR: Grant it, O Lord. 

DEACON: Having asked for the unity of the Faith, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 

CHOIR:  
 

PRIEST: To You we commend our whole life and our hope, O Master who loves us.  We ask You, 

and pray to You, and supplicate You:  Make us worthy to partake of the heavenly and 

awesome Mysteries of this sacred and spiritual table with a pure conscience:  for the 

remission of sins, for forgiveness of transgressions, for the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

for the inheritance of the Kingdom of Heaven, for boldness towards You, but not for 

judgment nor condemnation. 

1 2 
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And make us worthy, O Master, that with boldness and without condemnation 

we may dare to call on You, the heavenly God, as Father, and to say: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

CHOIR:  

 

 
 

PRIEST: For Yours is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory:  of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
 

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: Peace be unto all. 
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CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: Let us bow our heads unto the Lord. 

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: We give thanks to You, O King invisible, who by Your measureless power made all things, 

and in the greatness of Your mercy brought all things from non-existence into being.  Look 

down from heaven, O Master, upon those who have bowed their heads to You, the awesome 

God.  We ask you, O Master, to distribute these Gifts here offered, to all of us for good, 

according to the individual need of each;  sail with those who sail, travel with those who 

travel by land and by air;  heal the sick, in that You are the physician of our souls and 

bodies. 
 

DEACON: Wisdom! 

PRIEST: Through the grace and compassion and love toward mankind of Your only-

begotten Son, with whom You are blessed, together with Your all-holy, good, 

and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

 

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: O God, cleanse me, a sinner, and have mercy on me.  (3X) 
 

DEACON: Let us attend! 

PRIEST: Holy things for the holy! 
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CHOIR: 

   
 

  

Communion 

PRIEST AND 

PEOPLE: I believe, O Lord, and confess that You are truly the Christ, the Son of the Living God, 

who came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first.  Also I believe that this is 

truly Your own most pure Body, and that this is truly Your own Precious Blood.  Therefore 

I pray to You:  have mercy upon me and pardon my transgressions, both voluntary and 

involuntary, of word and of deed, committed in knowledge or in ignorance.  And make me 

worthy, without condemnation, to partake of Your most pure Mysteries, for the remission 

of my sins, and unto life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 Of Your Mystical Supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a communicant;  for I will 

not speak of Your Mystery to Your enemies, neither like Judas will I give You a kiss;  but 

like the thief I will confess You: Remember me, O Lord, in Your Kingdom. 

 

 May the communion of Your Holy Mysteries be neither to my judgment, nor to my 

condemnation, O Lord, but to the healing of soul and body.  Amen. 

 

DEACON: In the fear of God, and with faith and love, draw near! 
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CHOIR:  

 

Communion Hymn 

 

  
 

PRIEST: O God, save Your people, and bless Your inheritance. 
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We Have Seen the True Light 

 
 

 
 

PRIEST: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and Your glory over all the earth. 
 

Blessed is our God 

 

  Always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

CHOIR: Christ is Risen! 

 

Ending Litany 
DEACON: Let us attend!  Having partaken of the divine, holy, most pure, immortal, 

heavenly, life-creating, and awesome Mysteries of Christ, let us worthily give 

thanks to the Lord. 
 

CHOIR:  

 

DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace. 
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CHOIR:    

 

DEACON: Asking that the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us 

commend ourselves and each other and all our life unto Christ our God. 

CHOIR:    

 

PRIEST: We thank You, O Master who loves mankind, Benefactor of our souls, that You have made 

us worthy this day of Your heavenly and immortal mysteries.  Make straight our paths; 

strengthen us all in Your fear; guard our lives; make firm our steps; through the prayers 

and intercessions of the glorious Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and of all Your saints. 
 

 For You are our Sanctification, and to You we ascribe glory:  to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
 

CHOIR:      

 

PRIEST: Let us depart in peace. 

 

CHOIR:    

 

DEACON: Let us pray to the Lord. 

 

CHOIR:     

#1 #2 

 

#1 

 
#2 

#1 

 
#2 

#1 

 
#2 
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The Prayer Before the Ambo 
PRIEST: O Lord, who blesses those who bless You, and sanctifies those who trust in 

You:  Save Your people and bless Your inheritance.  Preserve the fullness of 

Your Church.  Sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house; glorify them 

in return by Your divine power, and do not forsake us who put our hope in 

You.  Give peace to Your world, to Your churches, to Your priests, to all those 

in civil authority, and to all Your people.  For every good gift, and every 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from You, the Father of Lights, and 

to You we ascribe glory, thanksgiving, and worship:  to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
 

 
O Christ our God, Who is the fulfillment of the law and of the prophets, who fulfilled all 

the dispensation of the Father:  fill our hearts with joy and gladness always, now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

CHOIR: Christ is Risen! 
 

Benediction 

PRIEST: The blessing of the Lord be upon you through His grace and love for mankind 

always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

CHOIR:  

 

PRIEST: Glory to You, O Christ our God and our hope, glory to You! 

CHOIR: Christ is Risen! 

PRIEST: May He who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the prayers of 

His most pure Mother;  of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable apostles;  of 

our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, whose liturgy we have 

celebrated this day; of Saint ______ , patron saint of this holy church;  of 

Saints ________, whom we commemorate this day;  of the holy and righteous 

Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the saints:  have mercy on us 

and save us, for He is good and loves us. 

The priest moves through the Royal Doors to the Table of Oblation and says the following prayer: 
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CHOIR:  

 

CHOIR: And He has granted us eternal life!  We bow down and worship His Holy 

Resurrection on the third day! 
 

The Pascal Homily of St. John Chrysostom 

PRIEST: If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal 

feast. If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If any have 

labored long in fasting, let him now receive his recompense. If any have wrought from the first 

hour, let him today receive his just reward. If any have come at the third hour, let him with 

thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; 

because he shall in nowise be deprived thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him 

draw near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, also, be not 

alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will accept the last even as 

the first; he gives rest unto him who comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has 

wrought from the first hour. 

And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one he gives, and upon 

the other he bestows gifts. And he both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and 

honors the acts and praises the offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and 

receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold 

high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both you who have 

fasted and you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. 

The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away. 

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. Let no one bewail his 

poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for 

pardon has shown forth from the grave. Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has set us 

free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By descending into Hell, He made Hell 

captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said 

he, was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It was embittered, for it 

was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was slain. It was 

embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a body, 
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and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, 

and fell upon the unseen. 

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are 

overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. 

Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For 

Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To 

Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen. 
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Blessing of Baskets 

PRIEST: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

CHOIR: Amen! 

CLERGY: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs, bestowing life! 

CHOIR: (Repeats “Christ is risen..”) 

PRIEST: Let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

PRIEST: Look down, O Lord Jesus Christ, upon these flesh-meats, and sanctify them, 

as You sanctified the ram which faithful Abraham offered to You, and the lamb 

which Abel brought to You as a burnt offering; also the fatted calf which the 

Father commanded to be slain for the Prodigal who had gone astray, but 

returned again.  Just as he was accounted worthy to enjoy Your good things, 

so may we also enjoy these things which are sanctified and blessed by You, to 

the nourishment of us all.   

 For You are our true nourishment, and the Giver of all good things, and to 

You we ascribe glory, together with Your Father, Who is from everlasting, 

and Your all-holy, good and life-Creating Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. 

CHOIR: Amen. 

PRIEST: Let us pray to the Lord. 

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. 

PRIEST: Master, Lord our God, the Creator and Maker of all things: Bless this 

curdled milk, and likewise these eggs, and preserve us in Your loving-

kindness.  That as we partake of them, even so may we be filled with Your 

gifts, which you ungrudgingly bestow through Your unspeakable goodness. 

 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

CHOIR: Amen. 

(As the priest moves amongst the food, he blesses with holy water as the faithful sing, 

“Christ is risen…”) 
 

 


