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There’s far too much information 
that bombards us these days.  So 
much of it is contradictory.  Wear 
a mask.  Don’t wear a mask.  Stay 
at home.  Don’t fear going out in 
public.  This medicine is good to 
treat the disease.  Oh, no it’s not! 

Who knows what to believe? 

In our homily last week, we 
spoke to the issue of “belief” ver-
sus “faith.”  We offered the obser-
vation that “belief” is a condition 
of choice, but “faith” is a condition 
of experience.  I can choose to 
believe a person who tells me not 
to go on the highway this morning 
because of an accident.  I can 
choose to believe them based on 
any number of factors—they seem 
honest, they have no reason to lie 
to me, etc.  But faith is different.  
When my wife tells me to avoid 
that same highway, I have experi-
ence with her, and I know she is 
looking out for my best interests.  
This is because of years, decades 
now, of experience, sharing a life 
with her. 

When the world in its current 
state looks at “religion”, it has 
little to hold on to as experience.  
And so the world is left with a 
choice—to believe or not to be-

lieve.  And in that assessment, 
those encountering people of faith 
must make those decisions.  Is what 
I’m being told trustworthy? 

And therein lies the problem with 
evangelizing a world that is focused 
on logic and reason.  For there is no 
experiential basis for embracing 
what we have to offer as our faith 
to such a world. 

Saint Paul explains this in great 
detail in 1st Corinthians Chapter 1, 
as he offers this analysis: 

18 For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perish-
ing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God.  

Do we understand what the Saint 
is telling us?  The message we 
bring to the world, the world as-
sesses and relegates it to foolish-
ness, and those who profess that 
message to be fools. 

In a Facebook post from a friend 
this past week we encountered a 
letter from “The Greek Community 
of Toronto” (Canada), addressed by 
the group to their Archbishop re-
questing that he act to “a complaint 
by a patron” against the priest of 
their Greek parish that he was con-
tinuing to distribute the Eucharist 
after local authorities had banned 
such activity because of COVID.  

The letter asks the Archbishop to 
require the four churches in the 
area to cease distribution of the 
sacrament and to conform with 
the government’s “authority:. 

Do such “faithful” truly have 
faith (experientially based under-
standing) regarding the very 
Body and Blood of Christ, or did 
they have only “belief”, which 
has eroded into concluding that  
those who profess such faith 
must be fools? 

Again, St. Paul saw this even in 
his own time.  22 For Jews re-
quest a sign, and Greeks seek 
after wisdom; 23 but we preach 
Christ crucified, to the Jews a 
stumbling block and to the 
Greeks foolishness, 24 but to 
those who are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 

Let us buoy one another’s faith 
and thereby hopefully give rea-
son to believers to become peo-
ple of faith.  President Kennedy 
once said (about the economy), 
“A rising tide lifts all boats.”  Let 
us be that rising tide spiritually, 
especially in these times when 
the world needs faith, needs God, 
needs the Church, and needs 
salvation in Christ! 

“The World,” and Assaults on Our Faith 

Important This Week: 
Retiree’s Liturgy, 18Jul, 1000AM 

Vespers, 18Jul, 600PM 
Divine Liturgy, 19Jul, 930AM 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Charlie 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky, Betty 
Migyanko, Kade, Elijah 

Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Jacqui, Jorge and Stephanida, 
Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Barry, Isaiah 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 

 

A number of people have 
privately shared that they 
were hesitant to confess 
certain sins for fear of be-
ing embarrassed before 
their priest. One woman 
said she couldn't handle the 
idea that a man would hear 
the details of her sinful ac-
tions, and wondered what 
the priest would think of 
her after having heard her 
confession. (It should be 
noted that a spiritual moth-
er can also hear the confes-
sions of her daughters, with 
the priest simply pronounc-
ing the absolution, with the 
spiritual mother's blessing, 
as is often done in monas-
teries of women.) 

I have been a monk for 
over forty years, and I must 
say that I can not think of a 
sin I have not heard before. 

Weekly Statistics 

Concealing Our Sins (Abbot Tryphon) 

 
 

Woe is he who 
says: now shall 

I enjoy the 
flesh and I will 
repent in old 
age—for sud-

denly death will 
capture him 
like a snare 
and his hope 

will perish.  
 
 

St. Ephraim  
the Syrian 

In the News 

While YouTube views of our services has decreased, we 
continue to “put them out there” for all to call upon as the 
Spirit moves you.  Remember to access services here, and 
“share the information” with others who might benefit: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfAOK1CLMmH_
-FlDe8SoWOw  

The NEXT in our series of “Retiree Liturgies” will be 
this coming Saturday, 18July at 10AM.  The requests to 
all for this Liturgy are: 

1) If you are NOT retired (one of our younger parish-
ioners), please stay at home and allow the church 
building to be open to those who need to feel com-
fortable being in a building NOT occupied by those 
who are out and among the general populace on a 
daily basis. 

2) If you ARE retired, all of the “other rules” (hand 
washing, masks, distancing) will still apply! 

 

Marital Bliss?? 

Archpriest Stephan, Popadia Marika, 
Matushka Illaria, Nun Theophania, 
Anne, Mary, Khouria Stephanie, 
Addyson, Paul, Anne, Mary, Richard, 
Joanne, Matushka Theodora, Stephen, 
Alex, Eleanor, child Sophia, Steve,  
Tina, Helen 

 

Saturday,  04Jul Vespers Canceled 

Sunday,   05Jul Divine Liturgy 5 views 

   16 faithful 
 

 

Not one person has shared 
anything that was shocking 
to me, for the human con-
dition is shared by all. 
What I have experienced, 
however, is the joy at hear-
ing a good confession. See-
ing the burden of guilt and 
shame lifted, and the tears 
of true repentance, is a joy-
ful thing. The fear of 
shame before the priest has 
kept many from receiving 
the lifting of the burden of 
sin, and the banishment of 
guilt, and all for nothing. 
The fear of being embar-
rassed keeps many from 
making a good confession. 

No priest thinks less of a 
penitent, for all priests re-
joice when beholding the 
lifting of the burden of sin 
and shame in the Mystery 
of Confession. Like the 

penitent, the priest witness-
es the mercy of Christ, and 
the priest, as a sinner him-
self, is lifted up, for he, 
too, is in need of Christ's 
mercy and forgiveness. 

Our lives become full of 
passions and sinful habits 
because we fail to do battle 
against the very sins that 
are in need of being con-
fessed. Our wounds and 
sores are inflamed, because 
we refuse to apply any 
remedy to them. The wom-
an at the well beheld the 
mercy of Christ, and we, 
too, stand at the well be-
fore the Lord, when we 
stand before the Gospel 
book, and the Cross, with 
the priest as the witness 
before Christ, Who is 
quick to forgive.  



 

 

“Faith of o ur  Fathers”, Insta llme nt #2  
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Fourth Sunday (by Fr. Ted Bobosh) 

The Gospel lesson shows Christ active in the world, not enthroned in the comfort and safety of heaven, and not just 
piously praying in the temple.  It is a lesson about Christ engaging evil face to face in a desolate place where most hu-
mans have decided not to go.  Christ is God’s presence and power in the world casting out the forces of Satan from the 
lives of two rather unsavory men. 

Whether we think in these terms or not, we ourselves come to church in order to personally experience that presence 
of the Kingdom in our lives, to commit ourselves to the Kingdom of God and to show our own rejection of all that is 
evil.  Our presence at the Liturgy is not withdrawal from the world, nor fleeing the real presence of evil in the world, 
but rather adding ourselves to the spiritual war against Satan.  Throughout the Liturgy we are praying for and about the 
world and all that is in the world.    We unite ourselves to Christ in order to defeat Satan in our own lives so that we can 
be what Christ expects of us:  “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be re-
stored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. You are the light of 
the world.” (Matthew 5:13-14)  In the Gospel, it is obvious that Christ does not just talk to those who are holy, sinless, 
without problems.  He engages everyone in the world, even those possessed by Satan. 

Compared to life in Biblical times, we have many modern advantages that help relieve suffering, pain and sick-
ness.  The medical progress and social welfare  we experience are a direct result of Christian efforts to help the needy 
and to relieve suffering.  The impetus was the mercy and care that Christianity advocated for the poor and needy.  It 
was the Christians who established hospices and hospitals and famine relief and care for orphans and widows through-
out the Roman Empire.  That was the seed for the development of medical science and social concern for those in 
need.   This was a real response to the evil they could see everywhere and which most people simply tried to avoid. 

It is interesting that science fiction often portrays the earth being invaded by an alien army which attempts to destroy 
life on earth or tries to turn everyone into inhuman possessions of the aliens.  Science fiction really is just borrowing the 
narrative of the Gospel.  Science fiction turns Satan into an alien invader, but the story is the same.  The world is at risk 
and we need to repel the invasion.  The Scriptures tell us the alien invader is Satan  and Christ came into the world to 
drive back this alien invasion and to overcome the spreading corruption of the Evil One.  That is what Christ does in the 
Gospels, and whether we see it or not, it is what we are doing in the Church through the exorcism at Baptism and in our 
becoming the Body of Christ. 

Throughout the Gospel Christ is present in the world seeking lost sheep, injured lambs, the sick and the pos-
sessed.  Christ freely went even to places and people who had forsaken God.    We attend the Liturgy to make Christ 
present in our lives, because we agree and believe that there is real evil in the world and we want it defeated.  We unite 
ourselves to Christ to expel evil from our lives.  We receive the Body and Blood of Christ to strengthen ourselves in the 
spiritual warfare so that we can go back into the world to defeat evil and witness to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  We 
accept the risk of what spiritual warfare means – including martyrdom.   Our task is not simply to come to the church to 
receive Christ and be united to Him.  Our task is to go back into the world to get Christ out of the Church and into the 
entire world, to claim our lives for God and be God’s servants daily so that evil is crushed because we are oriented to 
God.  We don’t need to orient ourselves toward evil to defeat it, we defeat evil by completing orienting our lives, our 
hearts and minds to God.  If we keep our eyes and hearts on Christ, Satan and evil are automatically defeated. 

The Liturgy in the Church orients our lives toward the Kingdom of God, it helps us always keep our face toward 
God.  In the Liturgy we are always facing in one direction toward God, with our backs toward Satan because we have 
left evil behind us.  That is the symbolism of the Liturgy and why we stand and orient ourselves this way in the Liturgy 
rather than sitting around in circle with the altar at our center. 

Our spiritual struggle is not just against our personal sins and passions, it is part of the cosmic warfare against Satan 
and all evil powers.    This is why it is so difficult to overcome our personal sins and failings.  Our struggle within our-
selves immediately puts us into the conflict with Satan and his forces.  When you desire to stop any sin or passion with-
in yourself, lust, greed, anger, lying, etc, you are at once engaged in the spiritual warfare which is raging through the 
entire world. One difficulty in overcoming our sins, temptations and passions is we are not prepared to engage in the 
full spiritual warfare against Satan, and we fail to think of ourselves as part of the world or part of a greater whole.  We 
tend to see our self as isolated and in a lonely struggle and that we just have personal problems, but the reality is we 
really are part of a bigger war.  Christ came into the world to take on Himself the sin of the world, to directly confront 
and defeat Satan.  But we have to keep ourselves united to Christ to benefit from His power.  We keep ourselves united 
to Christ in the Communion of the Saints, in the Church, through confession, communion , prayer, the Liturgy, bible 
study, in practicing charity and forgiveness.  We learn to love in and through community and that keeps us in the Body 
of Christ. 

How do we keep Satan from influencing our lives?    A willingness to listen to God’s Word, listening to God’s word, 
heartfelt prayer, a devout fear of God, true Christian love for God and for one another, a desire to serve God, humility, 
self-denial, seeking truth, doing God’s will as revealed in the Gospel commandments. 



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 4)  When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection, 

they cast away the ancestral curse, and elatedly told the Apostles: ‘Death is overthrown!  Christ our God is Risen, granting the world great mercy!’ 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great 
deeds/ guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and glori-

fy Jesus Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Troparion to Saint Sophia : You blossomed in the courts of the Lord as a fruitful olive tree, holy martyr Sophia.  In your contest, you offered 

to Christ the sweet fruit of your womb, your daughters Faith, Hope and Love.  Together with them intercede for us all. 

Glory to the Father…. 

Kontakion of the Day:  (Tone 4)  My Savior and Redeemer, as God, rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.  He 

has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen on the third day. 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion to the Theotokos:  Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cries of 
us sinners, but in your goodness speedily come to help us who call on you in faith.  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theoto-

kos, for you always protect those who honor you. 

Epistle:  Rom 10:1-10  Gospel:    Mat 8:28-9:1 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

June Total Income  $2200  
June Total Expenses $3681  
Month Net Income (Loss)     ($1481) 

 ($1650 in Diocesan Dues) 

 

  

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  584 
Page “Follows”  586 
Total Reach   202 

Web Page Tracker  

As of 01Jul20 6344 Total Views 
As of 08Jul20 6384 Total Views 
StHerman Google Bus Site 1844 views/28 days 
 981   searches 


