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Thanksgiving Message From His Eminence 

Important This Week: 
Wednesday, 02Dec, 7PM Adult Study 

Saturday, 05Dec, Vigil, 600PM 
Sunday, 06Dec, Divine Liturgy, 1000AM, Feast of St. Nicholas 

To all beloved clergy of the Diocese on the occasion of American Thanksgiving Day 

 

Dearest Beloved, 
 

Grace be to you and peace from the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Words fail me to express my gratitude to the Lord, Who gave you to me and blessed you and me, with all spiritual blessings. In 
Whom we have redemption through His blood and the forgiveness of sins, according to His grace; in Whom we have obtained 
an inheritance; in Whom we also trusted the Gospel of our salvation; in Whom we were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. 
 

I give thanks to the Lord, that He knows the plans He has for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and future. (Jeremiah 29:11)  
 

I thank the Lord for giving you and me this amazing, incredible life, and for making it possible to enjoy every part of it, even the 
tough times, like now. I also thank the Lord for being your and my future and for all that you have done for me. 
 

Wherefore, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and love  unto all the saints, I cease not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers, that the Lord may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him. 
I thank the Lord for by His grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. (Ephes. 2:8) 
 

Now therefore, as your Metropolitan, I am so grateful that you are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God. (Eph 2:19) 
 

Please, redeem the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore, be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
Giving thanks always for all things unto God, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Eph 5:16, 20) 
 

Declaring Lord’s favor, let us thank Him that we have His favor. His favor is opening doors of opportunity and beginning suc-
cess into our life. He is going to make a way for us where it appears that there is no way right now. He is searching for a parking 
spot in a crowded lot. 
 

So, let us say: O Lord, thank You for leading us and guiding us to the right people. Thank you for causing people to be kind to us 
and to assist us. We together can do everything with Your help and strength we need. (Philippians 4:13) 
 

Dearest Beloved, in every thing give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you (1 Thes 5:18) 
 

Have a happy and blessed Thanksgiving Day! Stay safe! Stay healthy! 
 

With love in the coming Savior,             + Metropolitan JOSEPH 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Charlie 
& Betty Migyanko, Pat Blazosky,  
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Judy, Barry, 
Karesn 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 
Metropolitans Theodosius and Maxi-

 

A number of recent disturbing 
events within the life of the Church 
have left many, including some 
clergy and monastics, with the sense 
of gloom, wondering what's coming 
next. During times like this it is 
good to remember that nothing has 
changed during the two thousand 
years of our Orthodox Christian 
faith. There have always been at-
tacks on the integrity of the Church. 
Sometimes these attacks have been 
directed head on toward the Church, 
such as the invasion of Islam into 
Orthodox lands. At other times the 
Church has experienced attacks 
within her own walls, with divisions 
occurring that threatened the integri-
ty and unity of the Church herself.  

Schisms that brought on divisions 
between Local Churches, sometimes 
because of political differences. The 
internal strife that has taken place 
during various periods between 
clergy and their bishops, or between 
bishops, can also be seen in the life 
of the Church. Saint John Chrysos-
tom, Saint John of San Francisco 
and St. Nectarios of Pentapolis are 
but three examples of bishops who 
suffered injustice at the hands of 
others. Within the Life of the 
Church there have also been mo-

Weekly Statistics 

Peace (Abbot Tryphon) 

 
In order to ac-
quire humility, 
be silent when 

you are mocked 
and when they 
are angry with 
you, and pray 
within yourself 
the prayer, ‘O 
Theotokos and 

Virgin.’ 
 
 

Archbishop  
Seraphim of 

Bogucharsk 

In the News 

Videos of services can be found at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /

UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw  
Our Wednesday evening Adult session contin-

ues this coming week with pages 150-200 of the 
book, “Diary of a Russian Priest,” by Fr. Alexan-
der Elchaninov.  It’s available from Amazon and 
other sources.  Do a Google search on the title.   

Summit County is still in the RED on the state’s 
COVID map, “high incidence,” and therefore es-
sential that we are all careful!  The state’s web 
site advises that we should “limit activities as 
much as possible.”  Stay well! 

 

A COVID Thanksgiving? 

mos, Archpriest Stephan, Popadia 
Marika, Matushka Illaria, Nun The-
ophania, Anne, Mary, Addyson, Paul, 
Anne, Mary, Richard, Joanne, Matu-
shka Theodora, Stephen, Alex, Elea-
nor, child Sophia, Steve,  Tina, Helen, 
Paul 

 

 

Saturday,  21Nov Divine Liturgy 2   faithful, 4   views 

  Vespers 2   faithful, 11 views 

Sunday,   22Nov Divine Liturgy 9   faithful, 11 views 

Wednesday, 25Nov Adult Study CANCELLED 

ments when synods of bishops have 
had to make difficult, but necessary 
decisions, knowing some would find 
fault with the outcome, but being 
morally and spiritually pressed to 
move swiftly in spite of criticism.  

There have been disputes between 
monasteries over the concept of land 
ownership, with some teaching that 
monastic communities should own 
no land, while other holy brother-
hoods insisted that the independence 
afforded monasteries by land owner-
ship was an important safety net for 
the longevity of the community.  

This important thing for all of us 
to remember during periods of strife 
in the Church is that nothing is new. 
From the very beginning there has 
been strife and division, disagree-
ments between members and clergy 
and bishops. Saint Paul even di-
rected his thoughts regarding those 
who would say, "I am of Christ", or 
"I am of Paul". Like blood families, 
we are all part of the human condi-
tion that is the result of the Fall, and 
we need to remember that attacks 
against the unity of the Church have 
always been there, and will always 
be there, until the end of times.  

Of course the root of these attacks 
and divisions in none other than the 

evil one himself. Satan hates the 
Church, and has been attacking 
every part of the Church from the 
very beginning. Can we really ex-
pect Lucifer to spend all of his time 
attacking only drunks and cut 
throats? If he's already got them, 
why would he not turn most of his 
evil wrath against the very Church 
founded by Christ Himself?  

During difficult times where we 
see brother against brother, it is 
important that we do not react, do 
not gossip, and let peace reign in 
our hearts. The Lord is still in 
charge, just as a father is still in 
charge when his little children are 
battling it out over a broken toy. 
The promise we have from the Lord 
Himself, is that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against His Church. 
Divisions will come and go, strife 
between brothers will always be 
there, and the Holy Spirit will still 
continue to guide the Church. We 
must learn to trust the Lord, leave 
the guidance of the Church in the 
hands of our bishops, and work on 
our own hearts. If we are of a peace-
ful heart, all will be well. Peace 
must begin with me.  



 

 

“Faith of o ur  Fathers”, Insta llme nt #2  

Page 3 22Nov20 

10th Luke (orthochristian.com, Rev George Dimopoulos) 

God loves nothing more than He loves man, and hates nothing more than He hates hypocrisy. When our Blessed Savior, 
Jesus Christ, was here on earth, He was full of love and mercy toward all men; only towards the hypocrites did He appear 
harsh and demanding. All of the sinners who came to ask His forgiveness He freely accepted, and with unspeakable good-
ness; but the hypocrites, who externally appeared to the people to be saints and men of kindness, these Jesus sorely chas-
tened, even beating them with whips. Let us hear the words of today's Holy Gospel (Lk. 13:10-17). 

That sick woman who found her way into the synagogue that Sabbath (Saturday, the Hebrew day of rest) is a good exam-
ple for each of us. Following her good and pious example, we should come to church each Sunday, for prayer and the 
preaching of God's Word (the sermon). It was for these two reasons that this woman went to the synagogue—this poor 
creature who was so bent over in pain that she could not straighten herself even to walk. She came to find consolation—the 
strength to bear her pains and her afflictions—and she found much more than she was expecting to receive. She was com-
pletely healed of the illness that had troubled her for eighteen years. Picture her, listen with repentance to the sermon of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Sitting in some obscure corner of the synagogue, she was asking the mercy of God, and God prepared 
her to accept the Divine Grace. When, at the close of the sermon, she approached our Lord, He beheld not only her bowed 
body, but her soul bowed in deep repentance. He spoke to her: "Woman, you are free from your sickness." Then, in order 
that the Divine, lifegiving power might be transferred, He touched her with His holy hands. And because the words of God 
are in themselves Divine acts, the woman was instantly healed. Behold, dear Christians, how the love of God is manifested 
and poured out to men. No obstacle can come between God and the man who is asking His help. Not even the Sabbath. For 
the Law, the Commandments, and even the Sabbath, were created for man, and not man for them. Indeed, God's very laws 
and commandments are embodiments of His Divine Love for men. The same should be true of human laws, which must be 
for man's own good, not for his enslavement—otherwise they become unrighteous and inhuman. Laws are made for evil 
people, in order to prevent them from performing their deeds of darkness. Good people, righteous people, need no laws. "It 
must be remembered, of course, that laws are made, not for good people, but for lawbreakers and criminals, for the godless 
and sinful, for those who are not religious or spiritual, for men who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for the im-
moral, for sexual perverts … for those … who do anything else contrary to the true teaching" (I Tim. 1:9-10). For Good 
men, that is, for Christians, there exists but one law, the Law of Love. This Law is positive in its nature; it not only forbids 
the bad, it encourages positive acts of goodness. Nothing can resist this Law. Yet there is much that would keep us from 
the good. First and foremost is hypocrisy. What is hypocrisy? Hypocrisy is the sin of pretending to be upright and good, 
while inside we are rotten and sinful. In other words, hypocrisy is giving others the impression that we are something 
which, in reality, we are not. Hypocrites pretend to be concerned about the Law and the Commandments, but only so that 
they might frustrate the good. They would appear to men as guardians of the Divine Law, and those who fight for the 
preservation of human law, while in reality they wish only to uproot, burn, and destroy the very foundations of society. 
The hypocrite does not care if men lose their lives, if injustice appears as truth, if innocent people are crucified, if venera-
ble institutions are demolished, and the fact that the Devil is dancing as he beholds all this only delights the hypocrite. 

The official of the synagogue, had he been able to, would have killed Jesus and the sick woman both, and all for the sake 
of the Sabbath. He was not moved at all by the healing, right in front of his eyes, of the woman whom he surely knew to 
have been ill for years. He felt for Christ only hatred and envy. But he knew well how to cover up his passions, and to ap-
pear before men to be concerned only with God's Sabbath, all the while rejecting God's Christ! Probably the people who 
knew this official fell for his act completely—but not Jesus. He openly called him a hypocrite and impostor; a liar and ac-
tor, who feels one thing, and says another thing. 

Unfortunately, dear Christians, we have many such hypocrites today. We must be on guard to detect them. Externally, 
they appear to be saints, while inwardly they are full of evil. Yet, very skillfully they mask their true feelings in front of 
people; they cover themselves with the cloak of piety, and at the same time are ready for any evil. If you offer them a word 
of advice, they will not heed it. If you do for them a deed of kindness, they will feel no obligation. They cry loudly on be-
half of the Law, the Commandments, the Holy Canons, order, and truth; yet they do not believe in their own words. No one 
denies the value of the Law, the Commandments, and the Canons. But, on the other hand, do not these exist for men, and 
not men for them? What good does it do to preach the Commandment "Thou shall not kill", if we will kill our fellow man 
regardless? What good is it to scream about the Canons, if thereby we are destroying the Church? Concerning Law, order, 
and truth, it is generally accepted that the people who cry the loudest for these things neither know nor respect them them-
selves. They only speak; they preach, but do not practise. 

Dear Christians, Jesus Christ loved and still loves all sinners, the tired, the sick, the humble. He even loves the hypo-
crites, but He hates their hypocrisy! And the hypocrites hate Christ, for love and hypocrisy cannot co-exist. They are mutu-
ally exclusive. 

Let us have love for one another, and by this we will prove that we love God, and that we honor the Sabbath. If we only 
appear to seek God, while in reality we hate both Him and our fellow men, we may be sure that we are hypocrites. We 
have no regard for God, nor for His commandments, despite our lofty words to the contrary. We are liars. The command-
ments of God and the canons of the Church are love; let us love, in order to possess life and salvation. 



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 8)  You descended from on high, O Merciful One!  You accepted the three-day burial to free us from our 

sufferings.  O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You! 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great 
deeds/ guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and 

glorify Jesus Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Troparion to Saint Sophia:  You blossomed in the courts of the Lord as a fruitful olive tree, holy martyr Sophia.  In your contest, you of-

fered to Christ the sweet fruit of your womb, your daughters Faith, Hope and Love.  Together with them, intercede for us all.  

Glory to the Father…. 

Kontakion of the Day:  (Tone 8)  By rising from the tomb, You raised the dead and resurrected Adam.  Eve exults in Your Resurrection, 

and the world celebrates Your rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One! 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion of the Feast:  Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cries of us 
sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith:  ‘Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O The-

otokos, for you always protect those who honor you.’ 

Epistle:  Eph 4:1-6   Gospel:    Luke 13:10-17 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

October Total Income $4774  
October Total Expenses $2269  
Month Net Income (Loss)   $2505 

 

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  581 
Page “Follows”  583 
Total Reach   525 

Web Page Tracker  

As of 20Nov20 6498 Total Views 
As of 24Nov20 6501 Total Views 
StHerman Google Bus Site 2056 views/28 days 
Blog Site Views 7397 Total Views  

  


