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We all know the account of the 
life of St. Mary of Egypt by now, 
and so we’ll not take time recount-
ing her life now (although re-

reading it is never a ‘loss of 
time’). 

Let’s focus on the lessons 
learned from St. Mary.  What 
spiritual fruit can we pick from 
this bountiful tree?  How can we 
use the lessons shown in her life 
to help us change our own lives? 

You might begin with saying, 
“Well, Father, it helped to have 
God intervene to bar her from 
entering the Temple of the Holy 
Cross.  That had to have an impact 
on her life.”  And while that cer-
tainly is true, have we all not been 
exposed to our own fallenness?  
Do we not know the things about 
our own lives that we choose to do 
but are counter to the will of God?  
In short, God has given each of us 
a conscience.  And that gift no less 
convicts us of our own sins than 
would the physical barrier of en-
tering a church. 

You might say, “OK, then.  But 
St. Mary knew how wretched her 
life was prior to this conversion.  
That had to have an impact.”  This  
is also quite true.  But we all know 

that sin is sin.  Too many of us 
want to “stratify” sins.  “My sins 
aren’t as bad as other people’s 
sins.”  The definition of sin is that 
which separates us from God.  
From this perspective, there IS no 
“stratification”.  Sin is sin.  And so 
whatever sins we’ve committed 
(including the sin of self-
justification, which was the sin of 
the Pharisee in our Lord’s parable), 
we need to be truly repentant of 
those sins. 

So let’s go the other direction for 
a moment.  You might say, 
“Father, I could never reach the 
level of perfection that St. Mary 
achieved.”  This is a statement of 
defeat, saying, “I give up!”  We 
should never give up on our mov-
ing toward the perfection to which 
our Lord calls us.  Will we achieve 
perfection?  No!  But that’s not the 
point.  The point is, how close to 
perfection can I get before my time 
on this earth expires.   

You might say, “Come on, Fa-
ther!  Clairvoyance. A command 
over nature (walking on the water 
and elevating from the ground 
during prayer).  Prophecy 
(knowing that Zosimas would be ill 
in the coming year’s Great Fast).  

Do you really expect me to strive 
for these kinds of gifts?”  Not at 
all.  But we all can, should, and 
must strive for perfection to 
whatever level the Lord blesses 
us to achieve.  How do we do 
this?  We do it in the fashion that 
St. Mary showed us.  We pray.  
We fast.  We pray more.  We 
fast more.  But we never fail to 
strive for the prize—entry into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

St. Mary’s feast day is on 
01Apr, but she is commemorated 
also on this day (the Fifth Sun-
day of the Great Fast), and also 
this past Thursday during the 
chanting of the full Canon of St. 
Andrew, where her life is re-
counted as part of that service. 

Our children grow up trying to 
emulate ‘famous people.’  Our 
daughters want to be actresses or 
singers, and they learn to emu-
late people they watch and see.  
Our sons want to be sports stars, 
and so they learn to throw a 
football or baseball by observing 
famous players. 

When will we take the time to 
encourage our youth to emulate 
famous saints?  Answer:  It will 
never happen until we do so first. 

Deepest Repentance 

Important This Week: 
Wednesday 21Apr and Friday 23Apr:  600PM Presanctified Liturgy     

Saturday 24Apr: 1000AM Lazarus Saturday Divine Liturgy, 600PM Vespers     
Sunday 25Apr: Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy, 1000AM 



 

 

 

Page 2 St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church 

This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Betty 
Migyanko, Pat Blazosky,  
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, Nikan-
dra, Fr.Dn.Basil, Terah, Judy, Barry, 
Karen 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Maxim, 
Metropolitans Theodosius and Maxi-

 

As you know my Facebook 
account was recently closed, al-
legedly for “possibly being 
hacked”. We were informed, 
however, but some people whose 
acquaintances work within the 
company, that my “Abbot Tryph-
on” account was actually flagged 
for content in violation of Face-
Book’s terms. While it is true that 
I would raise issues in my discus-
sions that are very much against 
the current trends of thought in 
our country, both I and others 
were still surprised that it was 
closed without any possible way 
to appeal, even with one last post 
to tell people where else they 
could go to look at the same con-
tent. 

On another level, however, we 
should not be surprised. The in-
tellectual and politically accepta-
ble currents in our country have 
been moving in that direction for 
some time, and both the infor-
mation media, the educational 
institutions and the entertain-
ment/multimedia (both online 
and otherwise) have been slowly 

Weekly Statistics 

Facebook Bans Fr. Tryphon! (Abbot Tryphon) 

 
 

An evident  
sinner will turn 
towards good 
more easily 

than a secret 
sinner, hiding 

under the cloak 

of visible  
virtues. 

 
 

St. Theophan 
the Recluse 

In the News 

Videos of services can be found at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /

UCfAOK1CLMmH_-FlDe8SoWOw  
The Great Fast continues this week with 

Presanctified Liturgies on Wednesday and Friday 
at 6PM.  There are no more Soul Saturday Litur-
gies for the balance of the Great Fast! 

For those who would like to signup for “Grave 
Watch” hours, there’s a signup sheet on the food 
table in the social hall, OR you can e-mail 
frbasilr@gmail.com to request time slots. 

Note that SR303 southbound on Rt 8 is 
CLOSED.  To get to the church, get off at Hines 
Hill, go STRAIGHT thru to light to Boston Mills, 
and take Boston into Hudson! 

 

From St. Theophan the Recluse 

mos, Archpriest Stephan, Popadia 
Marika, Matushka Illaria, Nun The-
ophania, Anne, Mary, Addyson, Paul, 
Anne, Mary, Richard, Joanne, Matu-
shka Theodora, Stephen, Alex, Elea-
nor, child Sophia, Steve,  Tina, Helen, 
Paul, Reader Charles 

Maintain the conviction that our disorderli-

ness is not natural to us, and do not listen to 

those who say, ‘It is no use talking about it, 

because that is just how we are made, and 

you cannot do anything about it.’ That is not 

how we are made, and if we undertake to cure 

ourselves, then we will be able to do some-

thing about it.  

Friday 09Apr Presanct Liturgy   5 faithful,    2 views 

Saturday,   10Apr Soul Saturday Lit  4 faithful,  0 views 

  Vespers   7 faithful,      3 views 

Sunday, 11Apr Divine Liturgy  27faithful 8 views 

Wednesday, 14Apr Presanct Liturgy   4 faithful 2 views 

 

following suit as well. 
The speed at which it was 

advanced to a noticeable degree 
occurred in the wake of the 
hubbub around the recent Presi-
dential election, and many indi-
viduals, small companies and 
even medium sized companies 
have found themselves sudden-
ly cut off from the ability to use 
the larger platforms of online 
media, such as Facebook, 
YouTube, Twitter and the rest. 

Fortunately there are other 
platforms whose terms of ser-
vice are not as strictly worded 
in accordance with the less up-
lifting movements of the times, 
and we have the opportunity to 
use them and continue our min-
istry for now. 

In many ways I think the 
teaching of our Lord applies in 
this situation – if one city does 
not accept your teaching then 
simply shake the dust off of 
your feet and go to another city. 
Do not get caught up in the 
past, or resentments about how 
things are “unfair”, or become 

ensnared by the temptation of 
“gloom-and-doom”, lamenting 
how all the world is going to 
hell in a hand basket or anything 
of sort. We are called to keep 
spreading the truth of Ortho-
doxy, and must use whatever 
means we can with calmness of 
soul and gratitude to God that 
His Providence is over all 
things. 

With that in mind, we are cre-
ating a new group on the social 
networking platform MeWe. 
Anyone can join the group. 

https://mewe.com/join/
themorningoffering 

Please continue to keep us in 
your prayers and good wishes, 
and please continue to pray for 
the world and all its people. The 
times are dark, yes, but all the 
more should we shine the light 
of Christ to our neighbors, fami-
ly and friends, striving and pray-
ing for Him to shine and work 
His will through us as He sees 
and knows best, trusting in all 
things in His Goodness. 



 

 

“Faith of o ur  Fathers”, Insta llme nt #2  
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“What Do You Want Me to Do For You?” (Fr. Aleksey, singac.com) 

As we read the Gospels, all four accounts note that Jesus warned His disciples about His upcoming suffer-
ing and death. He didn't just warn them, He told them in exact details what will happen, including His resur-
rection and where they will have to go after the crucifixion to meet Him (to Galilee). The disciples, listen-
ing to Him, had no idea what He was talking about. We can see that by their reaction after every such predic-
tion. Every time Jesus tells them that they are going to Jerusalem where He will be arrested, crucified, and 
then resurrect, they act like people who are still expecting Him to be an earthly hero, conqueror of the hated 
Roman occupiers. 

For example, in the reading above, Jesus predicts His death and resurrection, and what is the first thing the 
disciples ask for? Just because they spent close to three years walking around with the Lord, witnessing to all 
the miracles He performed, listening to every word He taught, especially in private to them, they still were 
very much confused as to what kind of Messiah Jesus was. 

And so, after Jesus predicts His suffering, death, and resurrection on the third day, two of the twelve disci-
ples, namely James and John, who were brothers, come up to Him and ask Him to do whatever they 
want. And Christ does not rebuke them, but asks, "What do you want?" Wouldn't you want an ability to ask 
whatever you desire and He tell you to ask away? 

Well, guess what? We do have this ability. We an ask whatever we want, but we have to be ready to receive 
it. James and John wanted to sit at the right and left hand of Christ. They were thinking in earthly terms. 
King's closest confidants and advisors usually set to the right and to the left of him. This is what James and 
John desired - to be #2 and #3 guys in the new kingdom that Jesus was to establish. Nothing more and noth-
ing less. 

Never mind that the whole group of Jesus and His disciples were jobless and homeless scatterers, James and 
John wanted to be the two most important figures after the king. 

Just like to the two sons of Zebedee, we also have the ability to ask God whatever we want. After all, don't 
we already do that? However, we need to keep in mind two things, based on the example of James and John: 
1) just because we can ask anything, we still need to be precise in what we ask because 2) we need to be sure 
we can handle what we are asking for. 

They wanted to sit at the right and the left hand of the King of kings, and Jesus asks them, "Are you sure 
you are able to handle these positions? Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the bap-
tism that I am baptized with?" Hastily they reply, "Yes." And Christ says, "Ok. You will." 

The cup that Jesus drank was the cup of suffering, and the baptism with which He was baptized was the 
baptism of death. This awaits those who desire to be greatest in His Kingdom. 

Today a lot of us are asking for one particular thing - to be delivered from the pandemic of the coronavirus. 
Are we able to handle what we are asking for? It's already evident that one of the sacrifices that we have to 
make in order to overcome the virus is physical isolation, including missing communal worship in church. 

Now, for some missing church is a welcome thing because their conscience won't have to prick them when 
they decide to miss it or grumpily get ready for it. For others, church worship is that lifeline that sustains them 
from week to week. 

Their are other sacrifices to make - lose income, not have an opportunity to visit our loved ones or friends, 
especially if they are in nursing homes or hospitals, depend completely on the civil authorities and hope that 
they are doing the right thing by shutting down the economy. 

God only knows what other sacrifices we will have to make in order to be delivered from coronavirus. Giv-
en all this, and more, should we then maybe not pray about it. Absolutely not! We pray for God's mercy and 
love, and we prepare ourselves to drink whatever cup comes with it. 

"To sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been pre-
pared." Places are prepared for each and every one of us in God's Kingdom, they are ours for the taking. Our 
reaction to life's events is one of the determining factors of whether we will occupy our rightful places. 

So I would like to propose three steps of training ourselves to have the right reaction the life's events - 1) 
pray for what you desire; 2) pray for the strength to be able to handle what you ask for; 3) and receive what 
you asked for with patient endurance.  



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 4)  When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curs and elatedly told the Apostles: ‘Death is overthrown!  Christ our God is risen, granting the world great mer-

cy!’ 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 8)  The image of God was truly preserved in you, O Mother, for you took up the Cross and followed Christ.  
By so doing, you taught us to disregard the flesh for it passes away; but to care instead for the soul, for it is immortal.  Therefore your spirit, O 

Holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the angels. 

Glory to the Father…. 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great deeds/ 
guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and glorify Jesus 

Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion of the Day:  (Tone 3)  Having been a sinful woman, you became thorugh repentance a bride of Christ.  Having attained angelic life, 

you defeated demons with the weapon of the Cross.  Therefore, O most glorious Mary, you are a bride of the Kingdom. 

 

Epistle:  Heb 9:11-14   Gospel:    Mark 10:32-45 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

March Total Income $  5,039  
March Total Expenses $  2,282  
Month Net Income (Loss)   $  2,757 

 

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  576 
Page “Follows”  577 
Total Reach   206 

Web Page Tracker  

As of 09Apr21 6586 Total Views 
As of 15Apr21 6590 Total Views 
StHerman Google Bus Site    908  views/28 days 
Blog Site Views 7975 Total Views  

  


