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Honoring Saint Herman 

Important This Week: 
Saturday, 21Dec, Vigil, 6PM 

Sunday, 22Dec, 10AM Divine Liturgy 
 

Patronal feast days in Orthodox 
Churches are “big days”, generally.  
They often are accompanied (as in 
many places in our Diocese) with visits 
from our Hierarch, Vespers, Matins and 
Liturgy, and wonderful celebrations 
with speakers and banquets, making 
each year’s event something memora-
ble. 

Let us simply observe, “Not so much 
at St. Herman….”  There are always 
factors that prevent some of our faithful 
from “being where they want to be.” 
We have many  of our faithful who are 
in those years where travel after dark is 
problematic.  We have others who are 
otherwise infirm.  And we certainly 
have those whose occupations require 
them to be otherwise occupied—

honorable reasons for being away (it 
happens even to the priest at times….).  
But in this current year, we feel com-
pelled to share with all that had we not 
welcomed visitors from outside our 
community, the church would have 
been empty—on our Patronal Feast day.   

With that said, let us return to the 
place where we honor our beloved 
Patron, where we contemplate his 
wonderworking life, and dwell upon his 
words of encouragement. 

When we think about our own en-
counters with God’s direct intervention 
into our lives (miracles), we find that 
the saints are no less affected by God’s 
hand.  We have the following account 
from St. Herman’s life as an example. 

While at the St Sergius Hermitage, 

Father Herman was healed by the Moth-
er of God after an abcess appeared on 
the right side of his throat under his 
chin. The swelling grew rapidly, disfig-
uring his face. It became difficult for him 
to swallow, and the odor was unbeara-
ble. In this critical condition Father 
Herman awaited death. He did not 
appeal to the physicians of this world, 
but locking his cell he fell before an lcon 
of the Queen of Heaven. All night long, 
with fervent tears, he prayed that he 
might be healed. Then he took a wet 
towel and wiped the face of the Most 
Holy Theotokos with it. Then he covered 
the swelling with this towel. He contin-
ued to pray until he fell asleep from 
sheer exhaustion on the floor. In a 
dream he saw the Virgin Mary healing 
him.   

When Herman awoke in the morning, 
he found to his great surprise that he 
was fully healed. The swelling had dis-
appeared, even though the abscess had 
not burst, leaving only a small mark as a 
reminder of the miracle. Physicians to 
whom this healing was described did not 
believe it, arguing that it was necessary 
for the abscess to have either burst of its 
own accord or to have been cut open. 
But the words of the physicians were the 
words of human experience, for where 
the grace of God operates there the 
order of nature is overcome. Such occur-
rences humble human reason under the 
strong hand of God’s mercy.  

We are all familiar with St. Herman’s 
works—those of stopping the tsunami, 

of his stopping the forest fire, of his 
battling the disease that devastated his 
faithful community, leaving orphans 
which he also lovingly cared for, and 
for his fighting against the Russian 
traders to protect his people.  We’re 
also familiar with his most famous 
exhortation to love God above all else.  
But the following is one of his encour-
agements that we don’t see enough, 
and we share it here with you: 

A terrible accident has a power to 
awaken us to the realization of the 
existence of various calamities and 
dangers surrounding us, from which 
the Providence of God preserves us.  
At the same time it convincingly per-
suades us to acknowledge our own 
infirmity and weakness and to seek the 
Father’s protection and His most 
powerful defense, which affirms us in 
the Wisdom and the Word of God, 
which came down from above by the 
will of the Heavenly Father under a 
curtain of flesh like ours, woven by 
the Divine Might from the Immaculate 
Virgin, for our salvation.  He became 
Man and taught us to pray that we be 
not led into temptation.  This reminds 
us from what Father we have our 
existence, and this in turn should 
make us seek our heavenly Fatherland 
and our eternal inheritance. 

In honor of our Patron and in recog-
nition of his feast day, the icon of St. 
Herman’s repose (winding sheet) and 
his relics will remain on the tetrapod 
for the faithful to venerate through 
this coming Sunday. 
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This Week’s Prayer Requests 
For Health—St. Herman’s:  Char-
lie Migyanko, Pat Blazosky, Betty 
Migyanko, Marin, Kari 
Others:  Metropolitan Joseph, 
Nikandra, Jacqui, Jorge and Stepha-
nida, Alexandria, Fr.Dn.Basil, Ed 

For the Departed:  Patriarch Max-

 

We must embrace our material 
self, together with our soul.   

Unlike angels, who are entire-
ly spiritual beings, God has 
made each of us as creatures 
dwelling in a material world. To 
be whole, we must worship God 
both in body and soul. This 
teaching is central to our Chris-
tian faith and is an affirmation of 
the sacramental nature of this 
material world. Because of this 
truth icons have played a central 
role in Christian history, for they 
proclaim Jesus Christ's physical 
reality as God Incarnate. 

Our Lord told his disciples 
that "he who has seen me has 
seen the Father", yet icons de-
picting the Holy Virgin show the 
Christ Child with bare feet, re-
minding us that he (God) walked 
the earth among us. The Logos, 
through Whom all that is was 
brought into existence, conde-
scended to take on our flesh and 
walk among us. God joined His 
divinity to our humanity, that we 
might become gods. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was 

Weekly Statistics 

Embracing Our Whole Self (from Abbot Tryphon) 

 
 

By the purity of 
our thoughts 
we can see 
everyone as 

holy and good.  
When we see 
them as fools, 

this comes 
from our frame 

of mind. 
 
 

St. Macarius of 

Optina 
 

In the News 

Thanks to all who: a) Organized; b) baked; c) 
setup; d) cleaned up; e) promoted; f) worked the 
event—for our first “Cookie Walk.”  We’re sure 
at this writing that the event was a huge success, 
because even if a single person didn’t come 
through the doors, the activities of a) thru f) 
above are a success for St. Herman’s in and of 
themselves!  God bless you all.  And, we’ve 
SEEN some of the offerings, and even though the 
writer is not one who normally partakes of sweet 
things, in this case he was tempted enough to try 
some of them!  We’ll announce here next week 
more regarding the event, and how much the 
church benefited from the efforts of so many who 
gave from the heart! 

 

What About At Least 12 Days? 

im, Archpriest Stephan, Popadia 
Marika, Matushka Illaria, Nun 
Theophania, Anne, Mary, Khouria 
Stephanie, Addyson, Paul, Anne, 
Mary, Richard, Joanne, Matushka 
Theodora, Stephen, Alex, Eleanor, 
child Sophia, Steve,  Tina, Terah 

 

 

 

Saturday,   07Dec Vespers 5 faithful 
Sunday,  08Dec Divine Liturgy 25 faithful 
Thursday,  12Dec Vesperal Liturgy 8 faithful 

 

 

born, lived, died and rose from 
the dead in this material world. 
He broke bread with disciples, 
ate fish with friends, and invited 
His disciple Thomas to feel the 
wound in his side, following His 
resurrection from the dead. Ad-
ditionally, most of the miracles 
Christ performed were in the 
nature of the physical realm. 

At the Last Judgment the 
Lord's words, “I was hungry and 
you fed me, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was naked 
and you clothed me, I was home-
less and you gave me shelter, I 
was sick and you cared for me, I 
was in prison and you came to 
visit me”, will echo in our 
minds. In fact, it is through our 
care for others that we will be 
judged. We can even say that it 
is in our demonstrated love for 
others that we show forth our 
own personal love for God, for 
the Lord asked the question, 
"How can you love God Whom 
you have not seen, when you do 
not love your neighbor?" 

Because of the Incarnation, 

our prayers must not be allowed 
to be centered in the head. Our 
use of icons while praying, al-
lows us to behold the beauty of 
God's creation, and brings our 
whole nature, both body and 
soul, into this material world 
where we were born. This physi-
cal nature of prayer is what con-
nects us to our true self, com-
posed of both body and soul. 
This is where God reaches down 
to embrace us. Cutting off the 
physical world, with our eyes 
closed, does not bring us closer 
to God. 

The icons are wonderful aides 
in helping us commune with 
God because they serve as bridg-
es to Christ and links with the 
Holy Virgin and the saints. They 
are by no means necessary, for 
sitting on the top of a mountain, 
or walking on the seashore, eyes 
open, allows you to behold the 
beauty of God's creation, and 
His love for us as His children. 
The beauty of an icon and the 
glory of God's creation can all 
be windows for us into eternity. 
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13th Sunday of Luke  (from Fr. Anthony Coniaris, orthodoxchristian.info) 

The master of the feast made doubly sure that the guests received the invitations. He issued two invitations to each: the 
first was to tell each one that he was invited; the second, on the day of the dinner, to announce that all was ready: "Come; 
for all is now ready. " 

"Come!" The Gospel is not so much a command as an offer; not so much a demand as a gift - an invitation to share in 
the unbelievable joy of the kingdom. 

"Come!" God is expecting you! He is ready for the poor, the maimed, the blind, the lame. He is ready for those who 
have spent their lives in the highways and byways of life. He invites all: "Come; for all is now ready. " 

As a shepherd seeks for the lost sheep, as a woman gets down on her knees to look for a lost coin, as a father waits for 
the lost son to come home again, so God is ever seeking, calling, inviting. 

"Come; for all is now ready. " Come you who seek meaning for life. Come you who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
Come you who falter under the burden of sin and guilt. Come you who are anxious and fearful. Come you who mourn. 
Come you who seek peace and fulfillment. Come, "the table is richly laden. Fare ye royally on it. The calf is a fatted one. 
Let no one go away hungry... Enjoy ye all the riches of his goodness.. Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and 
again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave. Let no one fear death; for the death of our Savior has set us free. " 

There are many people who consider Christianity a type of tyrannical religion. To them it is nothing but a series of 
commandments, You should do this. You should not do that. But Christianity is not first and foremost a "should" religion. 
It is first and foremost a "come" religion. The great drawing power of Christ is not in His "Thou shalt not" but in His 
"Come to me. " Come be filled with the Holy Spirit. Come be filled with the power of God's presence. If we come to 
Him, then we shall do certain things, not because we "should" do them, but because we delight in doing them as an ex-
pression of our love for Jesus. 

Commenting on this word "Come" and, in particular, on the words of Jesus "Come to me all you who labor... " St. John 
Chrysostom wrote these precious words, "His invitation is one of kindness. His goodness is beyond description. 'Come to 
me all, ' not only rulers but also their subjects, not only the rich, but also the poor, not only the free but also the slaves, not 
only men but women, not only the young but also the old, not only those of sound body but also the maimed and those 
with mutilated limbs, all of you, He says, come! For such are the Master's gifts; He knows no distinction of slave and free, 
nor of rich and poor, but all such inequality is cast aside. 'Come, ' He says, 'all who labor and are burdened!' 

"And see whom He calls! Those who have spent their strength in breaking the law, those who are burdened with their 
sins, those who can no longer lift up their heads, those who are filled with shame, those who can no longer speak out. And 
why does He call them? Not to demand an accounting, nor to hold court. But why? To relieve them of their pain, to take 
away their heavy burdens. " 

When Jesus says, "Come, " He does not stand on the top rung of a long, high ladder in heaven to signal us to start 
climbing. For He Himself has climbed down the ladder to stand at our very elbows. He has come to us. 

"For us people and for our salvation (He) came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of the Vir-
gin Mary, and became man" (Nicene Creed). "She brought forth her first-born Son and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in a manger. " He came, born in a stable. He came and died on the cross. He came to prepare the banquet of 
salvation for us. And now - today - He sends His servants to extend to us His invitation: "Come, for all is now ready. " 

Far from being accepted, this gracious invitation was rejected. "I have bought a field .. I have bought five yoke of ox-
en... I have married a wife... I cannot come. Have me excused .. " This was the response. Is it not the same response to-
day? Our great tragedy is that we end up accepting the wrong invitations in life. We miss the banquet, the abundant life of 
Christ, and settle for the lesser, and the fleeting. And Jesus still laments, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem...How often would I 
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not " (Matt 23 37). 

"Come, for all is now ready. " "But," you object, "I am not worthy to come. My clothes are not suitable. I wouldn't 
know how to act in the Master's palace." None of this makes any difference. The invitation goes out to all. The good news 
is that you don't have to be perfect to come. Come as you are - with all of your sins and sorrows, weaknesses and failures, 
problems and anxieties. Come to the only One who can forgive you and heal you. Come to the only One who can make 
you worthy. 

"Come, for all is now ready. " Coming to Jesus is a way of life. It begins with baptism. It involves daily commitment, 
repentance, obedience, worship, prayer, Bible reading, and regular communion. It involves a daily walk with Jesus. It in-
volves not only "Come!" but also "Go!" "Go out into the world and be my disciples. Be servants. Be lights. Be salt." 

None of us will ever know the wonder of the brightly lighted banquet hall, the goodness of the food, and the joy of be-
ing a part of this amazing fellowship unless we lay aside the excuses and dare to accept the invitation. 

Come to Him now and be assured that on the last day He will direct to you the greatest "Come" of all; "Come, O 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." 

Prayer 
Lord, I'm coming. No excuses. No alibis. I know I'm not worthy. Without You, I have lived as if I were blind and lame. 

I come hungry and thirsty. I come to be fed. Amen.  



 

 

Troparion for the Day:  (Tone 1)  When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure Body, 
You arose on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.  The powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life:  ‘Glory to Your 

Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Your Kingdom!  Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!’ 

Troparion of the Feast:  (Tone 2)  Through faith You justified the Forefathers, betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles.  These 
saints exult in glory, for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit: she who bore You without seed.  So, by their prayers, O Christ God have 

mercy on us! 

Glory to the Father…. 

Troparion to Saint Herman:  O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,/ north-star of Christ’s holy Church,/ the light of your holy life and great 
deeds/ guides those who follow the Orthodox way./  Together we lift high the Holy Cross/ you planted firmly in America./ Let all behold and 

glorify Jesus Christ,// singing His holy Resurrection. 

Now and ever…. 

Kontakion of the Feast:  (Tone 6)  You did not worship the graven image, O thrice-blessed ones, but armed with the immaterial Essence 
of God, you were glorified in a trial by fire.  From the midst of the flames you called on God, crying: ‘Hasten, O compassionate One!  Speedily 

come to our aid, for You are merciful and able to do as You will!’. 

Epistle:  Col 3:4-11   Gospel:    Luke 14:16-24 

5107 Darrow Road 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  330-608-8896  
Email: frbasilr@gmail.com 

We welcome you to our humble church, and we pray that your experience here will be spiritually rewarding, calling you 
back to pray with us at our next scheduled service. 

St. Herman of Alaska Eastern Orthodox Church is established with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH of 
New York, and is one of approximately 30 parishes or missions that are all part of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
the USA, Canada and Australia, Bulgarian Patriarchate. 

Our worship is exclusively in English, and we use “contemporary” English translations of liturgical texts wherever possible.  
Singing is congregational.  The Divine Liturgy is literally “the work of the people”, and as such your presence and participa-
tion in the service are essential parts of our worship.  The worship of others here present is diminished when you are absent or 
unable to participate. 

Participation in the Eucharist is important to us, and as such we ask you to recognize that it is limited to Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared for receiving the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  Preparation includes fasting from the previous even-
ing and recent confession.  If you are not known to our priest, please let him know as you approach that you are Orthodox and 
prepared to receive!  Please do not be offended if the priest so questions your approach—this is important, truly “our Life”! 

St. Herman of Alaska  
Eastern Orthodox Church 
VRevFrBasil Rusen, Pastor 

CURRENT WEEK  

HIGHLIGHTED 

Financial Tracker  

Nov Total Income  $3673  
Nov Total Expenses              $2343  
Nov Net (Loss)                $1330 

  

 

  

Facebook Tracker 
Page “Likes”  581 
Page “Follows”  576 
Total Reach   259 

Web Page Tracker  

Last Fri (06Dec19) 5217 Total Views 
This Fri (13Dec19) 5246 Total Views 
StHerman Google Bus Site 1334 views/28 days 
 1096 searches 


